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“Mary, Mother of God pray for us sinners, and 
guide us on the way that leads to heaven.”

-Pope Francis
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Dear & Rev. Fathers/Brothers/Sisters/Lay Faithful

Greetings from Archbishop Emeritus Bernard Moras, 
Apostolic Administrator, Diocese of Mysore. 

Pope Francis, in his prayer intention for the month of July 
invites the universal Church to pray “For the pastoral care 
of the sick: We pray that the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick confer to those who receive it and their loved ones 
the power of the Lord and become ever more a visible sign of 
compassion and hope for all.” 

Suffering and illness is part and parcel of humanity, marked 
by original sin. However, humanity discovers a new 
dimension of its suffering in Christ Jesus, who suffered, died 
and triumphally rose again. Instead of a failure or a tragic end, 
suffering reveals itself to be an occasion for offering witness 
to our faith and love. 

Today we are confronted with a sick society, because of raging 
egoism, individualistic utilitarianism, indifferentism, wars, 
rivalry, crises in moral and spiritual values etc… The sick, 
like the poor are always with us (cf. Mk 14:7). If one member 
suffers, all the members suffer together (1 Cor 12:26). 

SHEPHERD’S VOICE
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 Hence, it is an opportunity for us all, especially pastors to show 
compassion and greater attention to render the suffering not 
only comfort or physical assistance but also spiritual support 
by opening before them the consoling horizons of faith and 
hope. Our care and compassionate assistance have to be based 
on the biological, psychological, social and spiritual needs of the 
sick and of those around them. This wholesome commitment 
will bring about communion and solidarity among the 
faithful and bring about a transformation of human society. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ had an empathetic compassionate bond 
with the sick. He cured very many sick people, hundreds of 
people flocked after him to be healed, in fact a deep inner 
reconciliation bringing about a covenant of love-bond with 
God; demons being driven away (Mk 1:32). Our regular visits 
to the sick ones will surely strengthen their faith and help us 
have strong communion with the members of our parish and 
affectionate bond with the parish priests. 

None of us is born to live here on earth forever. We are all 
on our journey to reach our eternal goal. As we are in the 
year of preparation for the jubilee 2025, as the motto of the 
jubilee invites us to be “Pilgrims of Hope”, let us transform our 
pilgrimage into a pilgrimage of hope. Let us be the givers of 
that hope to those brothers and sisters, the members of the 
body of Christ, who have lost the hope. May our pastoral care 
for the sick and the suffering families help them realize that 
Christ still cares for them through the nourishment of chosen 
men and women of God.
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Dornahalli Basilica 

The annual feast of the Basilica of St. Antony of Padua at 
Dornahalli was celebrated with grandeur on 13th June, 
2024. Thousands of devotees from various places came 
to the Basilica to receive the blessings of God through the 
intercession of St. Antony, the wonder worker. Various 
committees of priests, religious & laity as organizers worked 
as a team under the leadership of Rev. Fr. N. T. Joseph, the 
Rector and Rev. Fr. Praveen Kumar Pedru, the Administrator 
of St. Antony’s Basilica and made the celebration meaningful. 
I thank Rev. Frs. N. T. Joseph, Praveen Kumar P., and all the 
fathers, religious priests, sisters and brothers and the laity, who 
were in-charge of various committees for the participation & 
involvement in making necessary arrangements for the good 
of the pilgrims at Dornahalli. May God bless all the pilgrims 
and their families who visited the shrine at the Basilica of St. 
Antony at Dornahalli.

St. Thomas, the Apostle of India 

St. Thomas, often referred to as the Apostle of India, holds a 
significant place in Christian history and tradition. According 
to historical accounts and religious texts, Thomas was one of 
the Twelve Apostles of Jesus Christ, known for his dedicated 
missionary work of spreading the teachings of Christianity. 
His journey to India, believed to have taken place in the 1st 
century AD, marks a pivotal moment in the establishment of 
Christian communities in South India, particularly in regions 
such as Kerala. Thomas is revered as the founder of the Saint 

IMPORTANT EVENTS
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Thomas Christian tradition, which has a rich cultural and 
religious heritage in India. His martyrdom, believed to have 
occurred in Mylapore, present-day Chennai, underscores his 
unwavering faith and commitment to spreading the gospel, 
making him a symbol of enduring faith and missionary zeal. 

It is also the patron feast day of Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Antony 
Vazhapilly, the Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Mysore. 
Let us pray that the good Lord, through the intercession of St. 
Thomas blesses him and keeps him with good health of mind 
and body.

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly  

The nearest Sunday to 26th July is celebrated as the World 
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, for 26th July is the 
memorial of Sts. Joachim and Anne. This year this special day 
falls on the 28th of July. In Indian society, grandparents hold 
a revered and indispensable role, deeply rooted in cultural 
traditions and familial structure. They are respected as the 
custodians of wisdom, passing down invaluable knowledge, 
traditions, and values to younger generations. Grandparents 
often serve as moral compasses, offering guidance and 
imparting cultural heritage through stories, rituals, and 
teachings. Their presence fosters a sense of continuity and 
stability within the family, bridging generational gaps and 
nurturing strong family bonds. Their influence extends 
beyond the immediate family, shaping societal norms and 
contributing to the fabric of Indian heritage and identity. 
Thus, grandparents are cherished and respected figures 
whose presence enriches and strengthens the fabric of our 
society. For the message of the Holy Father for the World Day 
for Grandparents and the Elderly kindly see the Annexure 1.
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St. John Marie Vianney

On 4thAugust 2024, we celebrate the feast of the St. John 
Marie Vianney, widely revered as the patron saint of priests, 
is celebrated for his exemplary life as a humble parish 
priest in Ars, France, during the 19th century. His profound 
understanding of the priesthood and dedication to prayer 
made him a model for clergy worldwide. St. John Vianney’s 
legacy as a confessor and spiritual director underscores his 
enduring influence on the formation and sanctification of 
priests, inspiring them to emulate his selfless dedication to 
Christ and the Church. May this great saint be an example 
to all our clergy to care for the souls of the faithful. May he 
intercede for all the priests of the world, especially for those 
who are serving in our diocese.

St. Philomena, the Co-patroness

St. Philomena is the Co-patroness of our diocese. We 
celebrate her feast on 11thAugust. St. Philomena, though her 
life remains shrouded in mystery, has captured the devotion 
of many believers since her relics were discovered in the 
Catacombs of Priscilla in Rome in the early 19th century. She 
is venerated as a young martyr who endured great suffering 
for her faith, and she is especially invoked for her powerful 
intercession in times of need, particularly for healing and 
spiritual strength. We are privileged to have her as the co-
patroness of our diocese. May she intercede for all of us that 
we be steadfast in our love for Christ and his mission.

Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Assumption of Mother Mary, celebrated in the Catholic 
Church on August 15th, commemorates the belief that Mary, 
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the mother of Jesus, was taken bodily into heaven at the end of 
her earthly life. This event, although not explicitly mentioned 
in the Bible, is rooted in ancient Christian tradition and has 
been affirmed as dogma by the Catholic Church since 1950. 
The Assumption signifies Mary’s unique role as the Mother of 
God and her exalted status in heaven, where she intercedes 
for humanity. It is a cherished feast that highlights Mary’s 
purity, faithfulness, and her ultimate union with her Son, 
Jesus Christ. Since Mary’s Assumption was a reward for her 
saintly life, this feast reminds us that we, too, must be pure 
and holy in body and soul, since our bodies will be glorified 
on the day of our resurrection.

Independence Day

Independence Day in India, celebrated annually on August 
15th, marks the nation’s freedom from British colonial rule in 
1947. It is a day of immense significance, commemorated with 
patriotic fervor across the country. Independence Day is a 
time for reflection on the sacrifices made by freedom fighters 
and a celebration of India’s journey towards democracy, 
unity, and progress. We complete 77 years of independence 
this year, yet it is unfortunate to see that we still live a life 
that is not fully free from so many social evils. It is not right 
that we blame the leaders, for each one of us have failed in 
our duties. The first and foremost duty of every citizen is to 
be a responsible citizen and elect the right leader who would 
lead the nation towards overall growth and not divide the 
country on the basis of caste, creed and language… May the 
celebration of this Independence Day inspire each one of us 
to become responsible citizens.
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Clergy Conference & Vianney Day 

The feast of St. John Maria Vianney, Patron of especially 
Diocesan priests will be celebrated on 4th August 2024. I 
wish all the priests, Diocesan as well as Religious Happy Feast 
of St. John Maria Vianney. This year the Clergy Conference 
and Vianney Day celebration will be organized on Thursday 
1st of August. 

As per the practice in the Diocese, we will come together for 
our clergy Conference starting from 4 p.m. on Wednesday 31 
of July. 

The Program  

Arrival; 4 p.m.; 4.30 p.m. tea; 5 p.m. 1st recollection talk; 6 p.m. 
Adoration, during which confessions will be arranged; 7.30 
p.m. dinner. 

On Thursday 1st of August, the Feast Day of our Patron St. 
John Maria Vianney: at 7 a.m. Morning prayer;7.30 a.m. 
breakfast; 9- 10 talk, 10 a.m. Tea break;10.30 – 11.30 discussion; 
11.30 Mass; 12.30 Lunch; with this we conclude the clergy 
Conference. .

Admission to St. Mary’s Minor Seminary 
This year we have nine admissions to the Minor Seminary. 
They are the following:

I appeal all the priests to promote vocations for Priesthood & 
Religious life from good catholic families.

S. No 	N ames	P arish 
1 	 Bro. Alfred Anto. A.C	 Our Lady of Good Health Church, K.R. S 
2 	 Bro. Ephraim. C 	 St. Joseph’s Church, Otterthotti 
3 	 Bro. Joseph Fernandez 	 St. Anne’s Church, Sandanapalayam 
4 	 Bro. Melvin Anthony 	 St. Anne’s Church, Sandanapalayam 
5 	 Bro. Nishanth  	 Sacred Heart Church, Naganahalli 

INFORMATION
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Catechism 
Catechism plays a crucial role in our parishes and schools 
by providing foundational religious education and spiritual 
formation to children, youth, and adults alike. It serves as a 
structured program for teaching the principles of the Christian 
faith, including doctrines, moral teachings, sacraments, 
and prayer practices. Catechism classes help deepen 
understanding of the faith, foster a personal relationship 
with God, and prepare individuals for active participation in 
the Church community. By instilling knowledge and values 
rooted in Christian teachings, catechism promotes spiritual 
growth, moral integrity, and a sense of belonging within 
the broader Church family. It ensures continuity of religious 
traditions and empowers individuals to live out their 
faith in daily life, contributing positively to both personal 
development and the overall vitality of the Church. 

I request Catechism and Faith Formation classes to be 
conducted both in parishes on Sundays and in educational 
institutions as per the Syllabus given by the Karnataka 
Regional Commission for Catechism. I request the parish 
priests and heads of institutions to take this responsibility 
seriously.

Parish Society Meeting 
The Parish Society meetings will be held on the following 
dates as given below. All the priests are requested to keep 
ready all the records: audited accounts for year 2023-2024, 
annual report, list of present members, minutes books, 
renewal certificate, details of any other accounts such as 
Funeral, Educational, Welfare and Cemetery funds. All the 
accounts are to be got audited only by the Diocesan auditors.

6	 Bro. Nithish Messiah. S 	 Our Lady of Lourd’s Church, Martalli 
7 	 Bro. Sham 	 Sacred Heart Church, Odakapallam  
8 	 Bro. Vijay Antoni Dass. A	 St. Anne’s Church, Sandanapalayam 
9 	 Bro. Vinod Kumar 	 Sacred Heart Church, Naganahalli 
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Details of the meetings are as below: 
Date	 Deanery	P lace 
19.08.2024 	 St. Anne’s Deanery	 9.30.am- St. Anne’s Church, Virajpet
Monday 	 St. Michael’s Deanery	 3.30.pm –St. Michael’s Church, Madikeri 

20.08.2024 	 St. Anthony’s Basilica, 	 9.30 am –St. Anthony’s Basilica, 
Tuesday 	 Deanery	 Dornahalli

21.08.2024 	 O.L. of Lourdes	 9.30.am- O. L. of Lourdes Church, 
Wednesday	 Deanery	 Martalli 
	 St. Francis of Assisi	 3.pm. – St. Francis of Assisi Church,
	 Deanery 	 Kollegal

22.08.2024 	 St. Paul’s Deanery	 9.30.am-St. Paul’s Church, 
Thursday 		  Chamarajanagar

23.08.2024	 St. Theresa’s Deanery	 9.30 am – Sanmaargi - Bishop’s House, 
Friday 		  Mysore

	 St. Philomena’s	 3.30 pm- Sanmaargi - Bishop’s House, 
	 Deanery			   Mysore  

26.08.2024	 St. Joseph’s Deanery	 9.30 am- Sanmaargi - Bishop’s House,
Monday	 (Mandya)	 Mysore

Statutes of Parish Pastoral Council and 
Finance Committee
Parish Council (Canon No. 536) 

1. After the diocesan bishop has listened to the presbyterial 
council and if he judges it opportune, a pastoral council is to 
be established in each parish; the pastor presides over it, and 
through it the Christian faithful along with those who share 
in the pastoral care of the parish in virtue of their office give 
their help in fostering pastoral activity. 

2. The pastoral council possesses a consultative vote only and 
is governed by the norms determined by the diocesan bishop. 

The Parish Finance Council (Canon No. 537) 

In Each parish there should be a finance council which 
is regulated by the universal law as well as by the norms 
issued by the diocesan bishop; in this council the Christian 
faithful, selected according to the same norms, aid the pastor 
in administration of the parish goods with due regard for the 
prescription of can. 532. 
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As per the norms and Canons 536 &537, the Mysore Diocese 
has adopted the statutes of Parish Pastoral Council and Parish 
Finance Committee. I am circulating the statutes of the PPC 
& PFC. I request every parish priest to establish both the 
committees, as per the newly modified statutes and send the 
list of members for the approval. These committees will be for 
three years from 16-08-2024. Statutes of both the Committees 
are found in Annexure No. II. 

Prison Ministry Sunday 

The prison ministry Sunday is to be celebrated on the second 
Sunday of August, that is 11th August 2024, in all the parishes 
and religious houses with special introduction and prayer of 
the faithful during mass.  

A special second collection is permitted after the communion 
in the parish mass which is to be sent to the Bishop’s House.

Earmarked Collections

All are reminded to send the stipulated collections to the 
Financial Administrator at the earliest. Let us avoid last 
minute transactions. While thanking you all for sending 
the collections in time for specific purposes, I request those 
who have not sent the same, to send them without delay. 
Please find enclosed the details of the earmarked collections 
received for the period from May - June 2024 in Annexure 
III.

+Archbishop Emeritus
Most Rev. Dr. Bernard Moras
The Apostolic Administrator,

Diocese of Mysore.
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