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MDB 02/2021 MAR & APR 2021MYSORE DIOCESAN BULLETIN 

SHEPHERD’S VOICE

Dear & Rev. Fathers/Brothers/Sisters/Laity,
Every liturgical season in the Church has it’s own good reasons. They add 
beauty and meaning to our Christian life. They are given to us in each 
phase of our life to re-think, rejuvenate, and to grow responsible. We 
have solemnly entered the Lenten season with the Ashes upon us and 
remembering our origin Unto dust shall you return.  This season enables 
us to take a U-turn in our life from our past life and to start afresh. 

In keeping with the sign of our internal conversion, we do a few external 
acts of prayer, almsgiving and fasting which go hand-in-hand with our 
internal disposition. These are the signs to show our deep desire for God 
and our neighbours.

Therefore, let us keep up these good and valuable traditions and, strive 
to become better Christians and better human beings. Let us fast on our 
pride, ego and selfishness. Let us open our arms to our needy brethren, 
and share with a generous heart, through which we can love and serve our 
neighbors. Thus, through these witnessing values many may see Christ in 
us. Hence, let our prayer be “Lord, You increase and  we decrease”.

Let the Holy Week and Sacred Mysteries celebrated on Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Holy Easter strengthen our Christian faith and love for 
Jesus, realizing His great love for all of us.
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Although we, on our own have started to come back to our normal life, the 
Covid-19 Pandemic is not yet come to a standstill. We are still under the 
threat of this deadly virus spreading amidst us. Yet! We have been given 
few relaxations along with the rules and regulations by the Government 
to start our routine life. Hence, we are called to be responsible citizens to 
adhere to them. 

Let us partake meaningfully the liturgical celebrations during the Holy 
Week and enrich our lives with the blessings of God. Let the Holy Easter 
ignite and spread the flames of Love, Joy and Peace in us. I wish you a 
fruitful Lenten season and Happy Easter in advance. May God bless you 
all.

With God’s blessings

†Bishop William
Diocese of Mysore

IMPORTANT EVENTS

A GRATITUDE FILLED HEART

“Gratitude is the most exquisite form of courtesy” says Jacques Maritain.

I sincerely thank you dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters, 
Brothers and Lay-faithful for wishing me on my 
Birthday and Episcopal consecration day. I am greatly 
indebted to you all for your love and concern towards 
me, especially for praying for me. As informed earlier, 
we could not have the fellowship get-together on this 
day due to the risk of Covid-19 Pandemic. I request 
you all to continue to pray for me so that by the Grace 
of God, I lead the flock entrusted to me in my best capacity - All for the good of 
the Church.
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HOLY SEASON OF LENT

Lent is a season of grace and it invites all of 
us to a life of authenticity and genuineness. 
It is a time for prayer and action. Our sinful 
nature alludes, that we are dependent on 
God for our salvation. Metanoia is the call for 
all of us during this season of lent, that is, to 
return to the Lord, taking a U-Turn back to 
God from our past life to a life which is renewed. 

Let us keep our flags of faith, hope and charity high representing a life-
style in terms with God and His commandments. So that, we can prepare 
in a better way to celebrate the Holy Week and share in the Passion, Death 
and Resurrection of our Lord. Therefore, “Let us rend our hearts not our 
Garments” (Joel 2:12-13)

The Holy Father has written a beautiful message for the Season of Lent 
for our personal reflection. Kindly find the message of the Holy Father for 
Lent in the ANNEXURE NO-1.

FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH 
The Holy Father has declared this year as the 
“Year of St. Joseph”. We are indeed happy 
that our Diocese bears his guidance and 
patronage. He was an obedient and just man 
in the sight of God. He co-operated with God 
to bring Jesus into the world, to protect the 
Holy Family and still continues to protect the 
Church. As his loving children, we who are 
under his protection and intercession, we need to dedicate ourselves to 
the patronage of St. Joseph.

It is appropriate as we celebrate this year as the Year of St. Joseph to 
dedicate the entire Month of March to St. Joseph with special prayers on 
Wednesdays (Can continue throughout the year), and seek his powerful 
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intercession.  Like St. Joseph we too may become responsible members in 
our families, communities and the society at large. The Holy Father has 
announced the Plenary Indulgences under customary conditions, during 
this year of St. Joseph. Kindly find the Decree on the Plenary Indulgence 
in ANNEXURE NO-2.

SOLEMNITY OF ANNUNCIATION

The solemnity of the Annunciation of 
the Lord every year falls mostly during 
the season of Lent. It reminds us of our 
Salvation - God became Man, and the 
Word became Flesh and pitched His 
tent among us. This feast shows us the 
mission of Jesus, from the Crib to the Cross.

In this regard, the celebration of this solemnity depicts before us the vital 
role Mother Mary played in the history of Salvation - her obedience to 
the Will of the Father and Her Fiat, ‘Yes’ to God. This feast re-awakens 
the Covenant of God to us that God did not send His Son to condemn the 
world, rather to save it. Let us celebrate this solemnity in a meaningful 
manner. Let us imbibe the qualities of Jesus and Mother Mary in saying 
“Yes” to the Lord all the days of our life.

HAPPY EASTER

“Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!!! The Lord has truly Risen”

The Lord has truly Risen as He said. We 
are the people of Easter, and Alleluia is 
our song. What a joy it brings to celebrate 
this great feast. This is the Mother Feast 
for all the feasts celebrated in the Church, 
because without Easter we would not be 
Christians today. The broken dreams of the Apostles were re-kindled and 
the zeal to take up the Mission of God was once again renewed.
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The Easter has a message for all of us that it is not just a past event, but a 
present reality - today and now. The Easter sets us an example that death 
is not the end in itself, but a new life in Christ. Thus, it must teach us to 
move on and go forward day-by-day with Christian Hope and Faith.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Our Lord Jesus appeared to St. Faustina 
and revealed His merciful heart to the 
whole of the Humanity. The Feast of the 
Divine Mercy Sunday is closely connected 
with the Paschal Festival and reminds us that God brought salvation to 
this world through the sacrificial death of His beloved Son. 

As we celebrate this feast, let us become the channels of Mercy of God to 
others as we experience it in our own lives. In keeping with the tradition 
of the feast, let us all recite the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 pm, the great 
hour of Mercy in our respective parishes, communities and homes.

WORLD YOUTH DAY
“Young people…..share with them the 
freedom you have found in Christ. In 
your hands, carry the Cross of Christ, 
on your lips, the words of Life, and in 
your hearts the saving Grace of the 
Lord.”  -Pope St. John Paul II

The Youth are the face and future of the Church. The Church every year 
remembers her youth and empowers them. This year, we celebrate the 
36th World Youth Day with the theme: “Young man, I appoint you as a 
witness of what you have seen” (Acts 26:16.)

As shepherds of the flock entrusted to us, it is our duty to empower our 
youth, who are the face of our Church in our parishes, schools, colleges 
and work-places, so that they may be great missionaries and bear witness 
by word and life.



Mar & APR 2021

8

BISHOP THOMAS A. VAZHAPILLY

Our beloved bishop, Most Rev. Dr. 
Thomas A. Vazhapilly, the Emeritus 
Bishop of Mysore celebrates his 
Episcopal Consecration day on the 
25th of March and celebrates his 
birthday on 11th of April. We wish him 
a Happy Birthday and Congratulate 
him on his Episcopal Consecration day. Let us gratefully remember his 
contribution in shepherding the flock and for the invaluable service he 
rendered in the Diocese of Mysore, during his tenure as our Bishop. 

Kindly, make a mention, and pray for him during the Holy Mass and for his 
personal intentions. Ad Multos Annos.

CLERGY CONFERENCE 

The next clergy conference will be held on Monday, 29th 
March 2021 at Catholic Centre, Mysuru. Due to COVID-19,  
it is decided to have a simple and short  Clergy Conference 
this time. It will start at 6:00 p.m with  Adoration of Blessed 
Sacrament, Penitential service and administration of 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  The CRI-Mysore will conduct 
the Holy Hour and the preparation part. Kindly arrive for 
Tea around 5:00 p.m and participate to prepare for the 
celebration of the Pascal mystery.

CHRISM MASS

Infact, every year we have Chrism Mass on the previous Thursday of 
Maundy Thursday. This year since it is on 25th of March – Solemnity of 
the Annunciation of the Lord. Due to liturgical reason, It is decided to 
have the Chrism Mass this year on Tuesday, 30th March 2021 at 07:00 
a.m at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Mysuru. I request all the Priests of the 
Diocese of Mysore to be present on this important day without fail. As 
you all know, it is a day which manifests the unity of the priests in the 
Diocese. The Bishop blesses the THREE oils – the Oil of Catechumens 
(Oleum Catechumenorum or Oleum Sanctorum), the Oil of the Infirm 
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(Oleum Infirmorum) and Holy Chrism 
(Sacrum Chrisma) – which will be used 
in the administration of the sacraments 
throughout the Diocese for the year. 
To mark your solidarity in the Diocese, 
its Bishop and priests, to strengthen 
the bonds of the Unum Presbyterium, 
I request the diocesan priests, the 
religious, both men and women to come 
in large numbers and participate in this celebration. I request the parish 
priests to announce about it during the Sunday masses and request the 
parishioners to pray for all of us and encourage the lay faithful also to be 
present for the Eucharistic celebration.

SPIRITUS DOMINI
The Holy Father released a Motu Proprio, titled Spiritus Domini which 
was released on 11th January 2021. In this document, the Holy Father 
officially allows the Lay Women to be instituted as Lectors and Acolytes 
to render their service during the Liturgical celebrations.

In our Indian context, this is already in practice. However, we need to 
wait for the Episcopal Conference to give us the necessary guidelines 
for instituting the same. Therefore, it is our duty  to catechize, 
prepare, encourage lay women to come forward in the service of the 
Church by being Lectors and Acolytes in our parish community. For 
detailed information, kindly find the Motu Proprio Spiritus Domini in  
ANNEXURE NO-3.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF HUMAN FRATERNITY
On the 4th of February 2021, His Holiness Pope Francis celebrated for the 
first time, the International Day of Human Fraternity virtually, along with 
the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi - Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed, Al-Azhar’s 
Grand Imam Sheikh Ahmad Al-Tayyab, UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres and other personalities.

INFORMATION
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This day was marked to promote 
and build peace to all Humanity 
through encounter with the other. 
The desire of the Holy Father 
was to build peace among the 
Humanity which is evident in his 
recent Encyclical Fratelli Tutti. 
It was this day - on the 4th of 
February, the Holy Father and the Grand Imam Sheikh Ahmad Al-Tayyab 
signed the Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living 
Together. We too are called to promote Peace, Justice and Brotherhood in 
our life situations. For more information, kindly find this document in the 
ANNEXURE NO-4.

5TH ANNIVERSAY OF AMORIS LAETITIA
On 19th of March 2021, the 
Holy Father will mark the 5th 
Anniversary of the Apostolic 
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia. In 
honor to this, the Holy Father will 
be inaugurating a special year “The 
Year of Amoris Laetitia Family” which will begin from 19th of March 2021 
to 26th of June 2022. In view of this, the proclamation commission of CCBI 
in collaboration with the Charis India (Charismatic Renewal Service) is 
inviting for a day of prayer in every diocese at the parish level. In our 
Diocese let us have a day of prayer from morning till evening on Sunday, 
7th March 2021, in the zonal/parish levels with adoration of the Holy 
Eucharist. Let us pray for all the families, specially for the diocese. Kindly 
find the ANNEXURE NO-5 for more details. 

HOLY WEEK-2021
The Congregation for Divine worship and 
the Discipline of the Sacraments has given 
us the guidelines for the Celebration of 
Holy Week 2021. Kindly find it in the 
ANNEXURE-6 for details.
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 UTTARAKHAND VICTIMS
We are aware of the recent glacier burst incident which wreaked havoc in 
Uttarakhand’s Chamoli District. Around 200 people are still missing from 
the glacier burst incident. In this regard, Pope Francis has sent a message 
of consolation to all those who were affected in Uttarkhand due to glacier 
burst. Let us also stand in solidarity with the people and pray for them 
who are affected there. Kindly go through the letter in ANNEXURE-7.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY-2021
This year, we celebrate the International 
Women’s Day on March 8th 2021. As we 
celebrate the women’s day, let us pray that 
there is integrity for the safety and respect 
for every woman and girl child in our nation. 
It is happy to note that the ODP along with 
Diocesan Women Commission is organizing 
this celebration every year. Kindly see 
ANNEXURE-8 for that day’s liturgy.

Pope Francis on 6th February 2021 appointed 
Sr. Nathalie Becquart as an under secretary to the synod of Bishops. It is 
for the first time in the history of the Church for a woman to be appointed 
to this office.

ONLINE BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE
The St. Paul’s Bible College offers a two-year online Bible Correspondence 
Course both in Old and New Testament, which is certified by the CCBI 
Commission for Bible. For more information, kindly contact: office@
stpaulbiblecollege.com. You May contact the below mentioned for further 
clarifications.

Rev. Dr. Fr. A. John Baptist,
Conference of Catholic Bishops of India,
CCBI Centre, Hutchins road, 2nd cross, 
Bangalore- 560 084.
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SATHAGALLI
We are happy to inform you that MUDA has allotted us a CA site at Sathgalli 
in Mysuru for relogious purpose. Infact, the Mysore Diocesan Society was 
earlier allotted a CA site for the religious purpose at K. C. layout in the city 
limits of Mysore by MUDA in 2007. Since there was an issue and the matter 
was in the court, we initiated action outside the court for settlement, and 
as a result we have received an alternative site at Sathagalli, which we 
were in great need of for the new parish. By the providence of God, we 
have recieved this new land as alternate to the land at K. C. layout. I thank 
the Procurator, PRO and their team who took the initiative in procuring, 
registering and fencing this MUDA allotted CA Site at Sathagalli.

THE MINOR SEMINARY  
Last year, due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, we could not admit new 
Candidates to the Minor Seminary for our Diocese. I request the Parish 
Priests to guide and motivate young men, who show genuine desire to 
serve Christ and His Church. The suitable candidates can collect the 
Application forms at St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Bannimantap, Mysore. 
The last date for submission of filled-in Application Forms to the Rector 
is 30th April 2021. There will be an interview for the selection of the new 
candidates.

LATEST GUIDELINES: COVID-19 
The Government of India, Ministry of 
Home Affairs on the 27th of January 
2021 has issued new guidelines for 
the surveillance, containment and 
caution for Covid-19. Though there 
are relaxations in the governmental 
rules on Covid-19 protocol, yet the 
Government is cautious to ensure 
the safety of the citizens. It encourages and appeals the citizens to 
continue to follow the guidelines for the safety of one’s health. These 
guidelines help us to make our society better, so that we, by co-operating 
with the Governmental rules and regulations can soon bring an end to 
this pandemic. Kindly find the document for further clarification on the 
same in ANNEXURE NO-09.
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THE ROMAN CALENDAR
Recently, the Holy Father added Six 
New Saints to the official Roman 
Calendar, keeping their witness and 
significance in the Church. He has 
added the Memorial of St. Martha, St. 
Mary and St. Lazarus to be celebrated 
on 29th of July for their three-fold 
witness they offered to the Lord, by 
welcoming the Lord to their home, listening to Him and believing in Him. 
The Holy Father also added three Optional Memoria for the Doctors of 
the Church – St. Gregory of Narek, Abbot on 27th of February; St John de 
Avila, Priest on 10th of May and St. Hildegard of Bingen, Virgin on 17th 
September. Therefore, there will be updated Liturgical books for special 
prayers offered and seeking their intercession. Kindly use these prayers on 
the particular Saint’s memorial Mass hereafter. Kindly find this Document 
in ANNEXURE NO-10.

ANNUAL STATISTICS
Every year each Diocese has to send Annual Statistics to Vatican. Now 
we are already in the month of March 2021 and we are running short of 
time. Hence I request you all to make necessary arrangements to prepare 
the forms (A-I) and send them by 15th of March 2021 in two copies to the 
Chancellor, Bishop’s House, Mysuru without any delay.

UTILIZATION OF MINORITY FUNDS
The Government is very strict in the utilization of the funds received 
through the Minority Commission. For better responsibility and 
utilization of the Minority funds, and for the good developmental purpose 
in our parishes of our Diocese, a few guidelines have been laid, so that we 
can avoid issues related to it. It will reach you soon. Kindly co-operate in 
following them. 
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SANTHOSH JOSHI
As you are aware, Santhosh Joshi the former parish priest of   St. Anthony’s 
Church, Cowdalli was missing from the parish. Then, he was found and he 
asked for the medical leave from the Bishop, which was granted. Later, 
along with his parents, he has now asked for the dispensation from the 
priesthood. He was advised to go for retreat and not to take a hasty  
decision. However, he  has submitted a written petition for the same. The 
diocesan College of Consultors discussed and decided to inform Santhosh 
Joshi the following and have also asked the Bishop to recommend his case 
to Holy See for Dispensation. 

•	 That all the faculties to function as a Catholic priest is revoked.
•	 That he shall not exercise any priestly power of order or governance 

or any other ministry in the Catholic Church.
•	 That he shall not represent the Diocese of Mysore / the Catholic 

Church as a Catholic priest with the priestly attire or expression. 
•	 That he ceases to receive the monthly congrua, medical claims 

and other benefits from the Diocese of Mysore. 
•	 That he shall be available and cooperative to the authorities of 

the Diocese of Mysore to settle or clarify any matters of concern 
pertaining to the spiritual and temporal administration in the 
parishes and institutions, where he has served in the past.  

We take this opportunity to thank Santhosh Joshi for his service in various 
capacities as the Catholic Priest of the Diocese of Mysore. May God bless 
him and take care of him in all his future endeavors. 

EARMARKED COLLECTIONS

I take this opportunity to thank you all for sending the collections in time 
towards for the specific purposes, inspite of COVID-19.  I request those who 
have not sent the same, to send them without delay. Please find enclosed the 
details of the earmarked collections received for the period from 1st January  
to 20th  February-2021 in ANNEXURE-11.
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NEW PRESBYTERY
The new presbytery ‘Bhratrtva’ was blessed 
and inaugurated on 11th June 2020 at St. 
Michaels’ Church, Madikeri. I congratulate 
and thank Rev. Fr. Alfred John Mendonca for 
his support and dedication in constructing 
this spacious new presbytery.

NEW BUILDING
A new building of the Sisters of  St. Joseph 
of Tarbes at Madikeri was blessed and 
inaugurated on 14th January 2021. I 
congratulate the Provincial Superior and 
the Community sisters for this new building, 
and also for their service in the Diocese of 
Mysore. God’s blessings on them.

CRI GATHERING
The CRI of Mysore, under the 
Presidentship of Very Rev. Fr. 
Dominic Vaz, had their gathering 
at the Teresian College, Mysore on 
17th January 2021. Many religious 
fathers, brothers and sisters from 
different Congregations gathered 
for this meet. I congratulate and 
wish them all the best as they serve for the growth and well-being of the 
church in Mysore. 

BLESSSING AND INAGURATION
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UNITY OCTAVE

In calling to mind the Priestly Prayer 
of Jesus “That they may be One”, we 
Christians from various denominations 
gathered in different Churches to pray 
for unity among ourselves during the 
Unity Octave. Many priests, religious 
and faithful participated on these days of prayer. It was a fruitful and 
meaningful celebration.

I thank the UCF (United Christian Forum) for organizing this program and 
I also thank Fr. Arul Selva Kumar for collaborating and organizing in a 
meaningful manner.

PAPER & CLOTH BAG MAKING CENTRE
O.D.P, our Diocesan Social Service Centre 
launched a new unit for making paper and 
cloth bags at Siddapura on 18th of January 
2021. I thank Rev. Fr. Alex Sequiera, the 
Director of O.D.P and all the staff members 
who worked hard to make this project come  
true with the support of the Save a Family 
donar agency. It will be taken care by the women for their benefit and 
progress.

PLATINUM JUBILEE & HONOURING
THE ELECTED CATHOLIC REPRESENTATIVES

The Catholic Association of Mysore celebrated it’s Platinum Jubilee on 
22nd January 2021. It was a simple celebration but a meaningful one. I 
wish and congratulate the President and all the executive members of the 
same. May God work in and through them to reach out many in the years 
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to come. On this day, the elected Catholic candidates of our Diocese in 
the recently held Grama Panchayat elections were also felicitated by Most 
Rev. Dr. Peter Machado, the Arch-Bishop of Bangalore and the Chairman 
of the Laity Commission. I Congratulate and wish them all the very best in 
their service to the society. 

THE NEW FORMATION HOUSE
The new formation house of the Sisters of 
St. Ann of Luzeran in Mysore was blessed 
and inaugurated on 25th January 2021. 
I thank the Provincial Superior for this 
building and wish the very best to the 
community sisters for their program of 
formation in this new formation house. 
May God bless them.

WORLD PEACE DAY                                                                 

The World Peace Day, in our Diocese 
was celebrated in collaboration 
with the Department of Christianity 
of University of Mysore on 30th 
of January 2021 at St. Joseph’s 
Cathedral as it was a “Sarvodaya 
day”. On this special day,  people 
gathered from Mysore to pray for the World Peace. This was a simple 
celebration but a meaningful one.

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK                                                                 
The World day of the Sick was organized 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Mysore on  11th of 
February in association with CHAKA, a unit of 
CHAI in Karnataka. I thank and congratulate 
Rev. Msgr. Leslie Moras and Rev. Fr. Manoj 
Manuel D’Souza - the Secretary for Diocesan 
Health Commission for organizing this event 
in a meaningful manner.
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROGRAM                                                                 

Mysore Diocesan Youth Commission organized a 
Leadership Program for the Youth. Four youth from 
all the parishes were invited. 150 youth participated 
and benefitted from this one day get to-gether. The 
program was conducted by the Regional Youth 
Commission. Bishop of Mysore Most Rev. Dr. K. 
A. William addressed the youth and invited them 
to use their potency for the growth in the Church and the Country. The 
following day, on 21st February 2020, 25th ICYM COUNCIL was held at 
Catholic Centre, Mysore. Youth Leaders and representatives from 14 
Dioceses of Karnataka Region participated in it. Most Rev. Dr. Henry 
D’Souza - Chairman of Youth Commission headed the Council. I thank 
Rev. Fr. Thomas Baros the Youth- Director of the Diocese of Mysore for his 
hardwork and dedication in arranging these events.

MERITORIOUS STUDENTS                                                    
As it was mentioned earlier in the 
previous Circular, the honoring 
of meritorious students was held 
virtually on 21st February 2021 - on the 
Foundation day of Mysore Diocesan 
Educational Society. I thank Rev. Fr. 
Vijay Kumar and his team for making this event a successful one.

I also congratulate the Catholic students for the excellent performance 
in the final examinations and also thank the correspondants, staffs and 
parents for their encouragement.

SILVER JUBILEE
Rev. Fr. M. Christopher, a priest of our Diocese is celebrating 
his Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee this year. We congratulate 
and wish him, on this special occasion for his faithfulness 
to Christ and His Church. Let us pray for him that God may 
bestow good health and all the graces upon him, so that 
he may continue to do His Mission in the years to come.
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MESSAGES SENT THROUGH WHATSAPP DURING
THE MONTH OF JANUARY AND FEBRUARY-2021                                                              

MARRIAGE PREPARATORY COURSES	 07-01-2021

Dear & Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay faithful,

Due to the Covid-19, we were not able to organize the Marriage Preparatory 
Courses in a class room setting. We have decided to begin these courses 
once again from 9th January 2021. The courses will be at Catholic Center 
on 2nd Sunday in Kannada and 4th Sunday in English. Those whose 
marriages are arranged can attend the same. The candidates should 
bring a letter from your respective parish priests. All the precautions of 
social distancing, thermal screening, sanitizing, etc., should be followed. 
Those who did not have this preparatory course but received the 
Sacrament of Marriage due to Covid-19 can also attend the same as it will 
help the couple to know more about Christian Marriage. Please Contact  
Rev. Fr. Michael Augustine Pro in this regard. (9901910549).

Bishop’s House
Mysuru

SAD DEMISE	 11-01-2021 

Dear & Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay faithful,

Sr. Egreeda Crasta UFS aged 94 years, passed away today at Christa Raj 
Convent, Naganahalli. She was a religious for 67 years. She has served in 
the Dioceses of Mysore, Mangalore and Chikmagalur. The Funeral Mass 
will be held tomorrow 12th January at Sacred Heart Church, Naganahalli 
at 10:30 am and burial service will be at Maria Niketan, Bogadi later. 
Kindly pray for the repose of her soul.

Bishop’s House
Mysuru
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GENTLE REMINDER	 16-01-2021

Dear & Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay faithful,

As every year, we celebrate the Unity Octave from 18th-25th of January, 
during which with fraternal unity and fellowship we pray along with the 
separated Christian brethren for Christan Unity. Sanmaargi Jan-Feb 2021 
bulletin has the theme and prayers for everyday for the same. Kindly 
organize the Unity Octave program.

In the city of Mysore, United Christian Forum (UCF) is conducting everyday 
prayers in various churches in the evening. The following PDF format is 
the time table. Please participate.

Kindly do the needful.

UNITED CHRISTIAN FORUM, MYSORE
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY JANUARY 18–25, 2021 

THEME - ABIDE IN MY LOVE AND YOU SHALL BEAR MUCH FRUIT (CF. JN 15:5-9)

DATE	 Theme	 CHURCH	 VENUE	 TIME

18/01/2021	 Day 1:	 AG-CHURCH	 Mysore Hope Center	 6.30pm
	 Called by God: “You did not		  Mahadeshware extension
	 choose me but I chose you”		  Kumbarakoppal
	 (Jn 15:16a)	

19/01/2021	 Day 2:	 Institution	 St. Philomena’s	 6.30pm
	 Maturing internally:		  College
	 “Abide in me as
	 I abide in you” (Jn 15:4a)

20/01/2021	 Day 3:	 CRI	 Bridgetine sisters	 6.30pm
	 Forming one body:		  Nachanahaalipalya
	 “Love one another as I have		  J.P. Nagar
	 loved you” (Jn 15:12b)

21/01/2021	 Day 4:	 MAR	 St. Thomas Mar	 6.30pm
	 Praying together: “I do not	 THOMA	 Thoma church
	 call you servants any	 CHURCH	 Ramakrishnaiah main
	 longer … but I have called		  road, Vidyaraanyapura
	 you friends” (Jn 15:15)
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DATE	 Theme	 CHURCH	 VENUE	 TIME

22/01/2021	 Day 5:	 CATHOLIC	 St. Joseph’s Cathedral	 3.00pm
	 Letting oneself be	 CHURCH	 (St. Philomena’s Church)
	 transformed by the Word:
	 “You have already been
	 pruned by the word…”
	 (Jn 15:3)

23/01/2021	 Day 6:	 Syro-Malabar	 Mount Carmel Church	 6.30 pm
	 Welcoming others: “Go	 Catholic	 Shivaji road
	 and bear fruit, fruit that	 Church	 Rajendra Nagar
	 will last” (Jn 15:16b)

24/01/2021	 Day 7:	 SYRO-	 St. Mary’s Church	 6.30pm
	 Growing in unity:	 MALANKARA	 Ring road Near-
	 “I am the vine, you are	 CHURCH	 G.R.S Fantasy park
	 the branches” (Jn 15:5a) 

25/01/2021	 Day 8:	 CHURCH OF	 Bartolommeo church	 6.30pm
	 Reconciling with all of	 SOUTH INDIA	 Near KSRTC Bus stop
	 creation: “So that my joy
	 may be in you, and that
	 your joy may be complete”
	 (Jn 15:11)

Most Rev. K. A. William
Bishop of Mysore & President

Rev. Pastor. Timothy John
Secretary

SAD DEMISE	 26-01-2021

Dear & Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay faithful,

Sr Belinda CSST aged 75 years, passed away today at Avila Convent, 
Mysuru.  She has served in Abudabhi for three years and rest of the years 
in Karnataka Province and was serving here in Avila Convent for three 
and half years. The Funeral Mass will be held tomorrow 27th January at 
Avila Convent Chapel, Mysuru at 3-30pm and burial service will be held 
later at DivyaKrupa Convent, Nagoonahalli. Kindly pray for the repose of 
her soul.

Bishop’s House
Mysuru
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BIRTH DAYS
The following priests of our diocese have their birthdays during the 
months of March and April. Our Prayerful wishes to them.

March

12 - Rev. Fr. Jacob Kollanoor

19 - Rev. Fr. Vijay Raj Jaunet

22 - Rev. Fr. Joseph Rodrigues

25 - Rev. Fr. Angelo Pais

28 - Rev. Fr. S. D. Joseph

30 - Rev. Fr. C. Anthonappa

31 - Rev. Fr. Mervin Noronha SVD

April

01 - Rev. Fr. Gilbert Edward Aranha

04 - Rev. Fr. John Louis & Rev. Fr. Vincent T.

05 - Rev. Fr. John Bosco & Rev. Fr. Sebastian Gilbert

10 - Rev. Fr. Madalai Muthu & Rev. Fr. Chinnappa. I

11 -  Most Rev. Dr. Thomas A. Vazhapilly & Rev. Fr. G. Joseph

22 -  Rev. Fr. Rayappa M. & Rev. Fr. Rohan A.

25 -  Rev. Fr. Stanislaus Manickam

We also wish a happy birthday to
all the religious fathers, brothers and sisters

who celebrate their birthdays in the months of
March and April
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NECROLOGY
We fondly remember the Mysore Diocesan Priests on their death 
anniversary during the months of March and April. With gratitude we 
pray for the departed souls for their service.

March
21-03-1964 – Rev. Fr. Lazaro Gustave
19-03-1968 – Rev. Fr. Louis D’ Hendecourt
28-03-1973 – Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Noronha
17-03-1979 – Rev. Fr. Devaraj Nicholas
22-03-1991 – Rev. Fr. Utheriam V.S
17-03-1993 – Most Rev. Dr. Francis Michelappa
20-03-1997 – Rev. Fr. Thomas Thadickal
22-03-1999 – Rev. Fr. Jacob Thadickal
03-03-2001 – Rev. Fr. Gregorius Madapilly
03-03-2020 – Rev. Fr. William Albuquerque

April
26-04-1956 – Rev. Fr. J. B. Hedde
19-04-1977 – Rev. Fr. Lapous Yves
15-04-1987 – Rev. Fr. Charles Chervier
28-04-1991 – Rev. Fr. J. Beaudemont
18-04-1993 – Rev. Fr. John V.C 
18-04-2004 – Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Roy
27-04-2008 – Rev. Fr. John Manthadam
21-04-2010 – Rev. Fr. Joseph Saldanha
01-04-2012 – Rev. Fr. Valerian G. Tauro
13-04-2016 – Rev. Fr. Rajakannu
19-04-2020 – Rev. Fr. Benedict J.R. Gomes

We also pray for the departed souls of religious priests, brothers, and 
sisters on their death anniversary in the months of March and April for 
their service in our Diocese.
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Annexure - 8
International Women’s Day

8th March 2021

Good morning and a warm welcome to all of you dear brothers and 
sisters, especially the women of our parish. As we are celebrating the 
International women’s day let us wish the best and all the blessings 
to every woman of our parish, Diocese and the society around us. 

The theme of 2021 International women’s day is “Choose To 
Challenge”

 A challenged world is an alert world. Individually, we’re all 
responsible for our own thoughts and actions, all day and every day. 
We can choose to challenge to speak and spread the love of God and 
also denounce gender bias, Domestic violence, discrimination and 
stereotyping.

Pope Francis on 6th February appointed Sister Nathlie Becquart as 
an undersecretary to the synod of Bishops. It is for the first time in 
the history of the church for a woman to be appointed to that post. 
Sister Nathlie said “the appointment was a call to “serve the universal 
church”.Reflecting over that appointment, I see it as a sign and 
confidence in women that the Church is placing. It is Pope’s desire 
that the Women participate more in the process of discernment and 
decision – making in the church.”

The UN Women celebrate this day as, “Women in leadership: Achieving 
an equal future in a COVID – 19 world.” The theme celebrates the 
tremendous efforts by women and girls around the world in shaping 
a more equal future and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

During the pandemic, great number of women stood at the front lines 
of the COVID-19 crisis, as health care workers, caregivers, innovators, 
community organizers and as some of the most exemplary and 
effective national leaders in combating the pandemic.
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At the same time many girls and women have become the victims of 
domestic violence, rape, murder, homeless, early marriages.So,on this 
day - the international women’s day – it is to awake the consciousness 
of every human being to understand women’s rightto decision-making 
in all areas of life – in the areas of equal pay, equal sharing of unpaid 
care and domestic work, and also to end all forms of violence against 
women and girls, and health-care services that respond to their needs.

Today as we celebrate the International Women’s day, we pray that the 
leaders of the country and judicial authorities may integrate the safety 
of every woman and girl, in the formulation and implementation of 
policies and programmes in all spheres and at all stages of especially 
during these pandemic responses and recovery.

Prayers of the Faithful

Response: Lord, hear the cry of your children.

1.	 Lord Jesus, we pray for our Mother Church, and our pope Francis, 
Bishops, priest, religious brothers and sisters and lay faithful who 
are committed with true heart, mind, body and soul in bringing 
your kingdom on earth …we pray to the Lord. 

2.	 Lord, we remember and pray for all the women and men who 
are kidnapped, sold and abused.Liberate these children from the 
bondage of evil power. May your justice be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Response…

3.	 Lord we pray for the people who are victims to human trafficking, 
human traders andprostitution. Touch their hearts, and bring them 
back to life. May they be healed psychologically, and once again 
embrace to live a respectful life. Response …

4.	 Lord, we pray for those in governance. May they remain ever 
vigilant to prevent people specially the rich and the so-calledhigh 
castswho oppressing the weak and poor. May they understand and 
respect every brother and sister in the society as human beings 
and give due respect. Response ….
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5.	 Lord, we pray for ourselves specially the women of our parish. 
Give us the courage to speak aloud and condemn the misery of 
those tortured and ill-treated in the families and societies. Make 
us generous to place our time, ability and money to liberate the 
people who suffer in darkness. Response …

6.	 Lord, we pray for those who give their lives to end the violence, 
injustice, discrimination and gender inequality. As they choose to 
challenge the humanity with negative energy in the society and 
families, strengthen their hands and make their labour bear fruit. 
Response ….

Concluding Prayer: Lord Jesus, you brought freedom to the woman 
who was caught in adultery, healed the little girl possessed with the 
demon, and cured the woman who was subject to physical ailment for 
twelve years.Bless our efforts as we engage ourselves to bring healing 
and liberation in this wounded world. May our labour bring consolation 
to the weak and the vulnerable.We make this prayer through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.
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