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MDB 01/2021 JAN & FEB 2021MYSORE DIOCESAN BULLETIN 

SHEPHERD’S VOICE

Dear & Rev. Fathers/Brothers/Sisters/Laity,
“Do not look forward to what may happen tomorrow; the same 
everlasting Father who cares for you today, will take care of your 
tomorrow and every day. Either He will shield you from suffering or 

He will give you unfailing strength to bear it”. 

- St. Francis De sales

The Pandemic Covid-19 became a scare on the face of the earth in the 
year 2020. A year forever to remember for this generation, a year with 
lockdowns and seclusion. Yet! We have completed the year 2020 with this 
unexpected deadly Pandemic Covid-19, which shattered the whole world 
and brought us to standstill. Many of our near and dear ones, known and 
unknown have left us to the Eternal bliss in the past year. Nevertheless, 
we know how God changed this disturbed time into a blessing by kindling 
in people, to become more generous and to be kind towards the needy. 
While the Pandemic COVID -19 and the vaccine to cure is yet to be made 
available for people, once again the Mutant Coronavirus which spreads 
faster than the former onehas started disturbing the mankind. However, 
we have learnt to overcome this virus and started living our normal lives 
by stepping into this New Year 2021, with hopes of blessings and healing.

To bring in physical, mental and spiritual healing - our Diocese has 
decided to commemorate this year with the theme: “The Year of Christ: 
The Healer”. While we were preparing for the same, the Holy Father 
announced and dedicated this year as “The Year of St. Joseph” marking 
the 150th Anniversary of the declaration of St. Joseph as the Patron of the 
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Universal Church. This is a co-incidence and a blessing to our Diocese to 
commemorate “The Year of St. Joseph” along with “The Year of Christ: 
the Healer” as he is the patron of our Diocese. Through the intercession 
of St. Joseph, Jesus will listen to our plea and heal us granting good health 
of mind and body, and set us all free from this deadly pandemic. Let 
us blend both the themes of the Diocese and the Universal Church and 
celebrate meaningfully. May we be persons who are healed and become 
the instruments to bring God’s healing in our families, communities, 
neighbourhood, our society and our Diocese. May God bless us all. Let St. 
Joseph intercede for us.

With God’s blessings

†Bishop William
Diocese of Mysore

JAN & FEB 2021

IMPORTANT EVENTS

THANK YOU
I take this opportunity to thank you for conveying 
your wishes to me on the occasion of Christmas 
and New Year - 2021 through Greeting Cards, 
Phone Calls, Messages and visiting me. I thank 
you for your thoughtfulness and praying for me.

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Every year on the 1st of January, we celebrate 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. This feast 
helps us to meditate on the Motherhood of Mary, 
who is the bearer of God. She was a faithful and a 
humble servant of God. Her life indicates a life of 
prayer, obedience and sacrifice. Let us imbibe these 
qualities of Mother Mary in our lives and take her as our model all through 
this New Year-2021.
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NEW YEAR 
New Year brings a ray of hope. We have 
spent the past year 2020 in the pandemic 
situation and lockdowns. Many have lost 
their lives and are not able to witness 
the New Year-2021 and most of us have felt that the previous year was 
wasted. We hope this year will be truly happy and brings good cheer in 
our lives, being free from Covid-19.

While we thank the Lord for whatever has happened during the year-
2020, we also praise God for giving us the necessary grace and protection 
upto this day. During the year, let us shape our life, inculcate good values 
and virtues, more specially promoting fraternity and harmony in our 
parishes, communities, diocese and society. May this New Year bring us 
God’s choicest blessings. I bless you with this traditional Irish blessing: 
“May the road rise to meet you. May the wind be always at you back. May 
the sun shine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft upon your fields and 
until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand”. 

Let us also offer this New Year into the maternal care of Mother Mary. May 
you take newer resolutions to make your life better and productive by 
thinking and reflecting positively.

I wish you all a Happy and Bright New Year-2021.

EPIPHANY 
The feast of Epiphany has a special 
significance. This is the feast where Christ 
is manifested as the Saviour of the Nations. 
Some Orthodox Churches celebrate 
Christmas on this day. Many parishes have 
the practice of placing the three wise men traditionally called the three 
kings in the crib and have special celebration by offering a special meal 
called the Pongal. May Christ the Light of the World bless us all to give this 
Light to others.
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UNITY OCTAVE
“Ut Unum Sint; That they may be one.” This was the 
prayer of Jesus for His disciples. We Christians are 
divided based on denominations and sects, on different 
grounds of theological understanding through the 
course of history. Yet, we are called to be united as 
brothers and sisters in the Lord. We must also realize that Unity is not 
uniformity. Thus, we need to accept our differences and constantly learn 
the best from one another, so that we grow in Christ.

Thus, to mark this fraternal unity and fellowship in the name of our Lord, 
we are called to celebrate the Unity Octave from 18th - 25th Jan, to bear 
witness in the world that, “We are One in the Spirit and One in the Lord”.
This year the theme for prayer and reflection for eight days is “Abide in My 
Love…You Shall Bear Much Fruit” (Jn 15: 5-9).

We strongly urge you all to commemorate this great event in your parishes 
by organizing a prayer service along with our separated Christian 
brethren with an open heart during the Unity Octave service. In the level 
of the UCF (United Christian Forum) in Mysuru, we would be conducting 
prayers in various Churches at 06:00 pm. We recommend those of you, 
who are able to make it up for the prayer service, to be present for the 
same. For the themes of each day, kindly refer the Annexure-1 and for 
the document by the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 
“The Bishop and Christian Unity: An Ecumenical Vademecum”, kindly refer 
Annexure-2. For more details kindly contact Rev. Fr. Arul Selva Kumar 
- 9449712816.

REPUBLIC DAY
On the 26th of January, we are celebrating 
the Republic Day of our nation. It is a day to 
remember and pray for our Nation. It is on this 
day, India was declared a Sovereign Republic 
State after the Independence. Let us hold on to 
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the Democratic and Secular values, thoughts, and principles in respecting 
and promoting fraternity, love, peace and brotherhood amidst us. Let the 
flag of our country fly high spreading these values. 

Jai Hind!

WORLD PEACE DAY
Peace is a precious gift that all seek and for which 
we pray to the Lord. Our world is troubled by wars, 
plagues, pandemic, hunger, poverty and so on and 
so forth. Man wants to overcome these and seek 
peace in the depths of his heart. Realizing this need 
of the hour, the Catholic Church on the Solemnity 
of Mary, the Mother of God on 1st  January, dedicates and prays for peace. 
In the past years, the World Peace Day was celebrated in St. Joseph’s 
Cathedral, Mysuru on Martyrs day - 30th January in collaboration with 
the Department of Christianity, University of Mysore. This year too, we 
would be celebrating the World Peace Day in the similar manner.  May 
Jesus reign in our hearts to grant peace in our lives. Let us become the 
channels of peace.

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

The feast of the Presentation of the Lord is also 
known as Candle Mass Feast. It is a very important 
feast in the Church. This feast reminds us of our 
baptism and our presentation to the Church by 
our parents. On this day, the religious men and 
women renew their vows and commitment to 
the Lord and His Church. I wish and pray that our 
commitment to the Lord may deepen our love 
for Him and dedicate our lives for His kingdom 
to serve the humanity.

JAN & FEB 2021
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WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
The world has several sicknesses and the recent 
ones affect the lives of the people seriously. 
The Holy Mother Church celebrates the “World 
Day of the Sick” every year on the 11th of February 
to pray for the sick and the ones who serve in health 
ministry.  On the Memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes, let us 
remember the sick and pray for them. It is one of the corporal works of 
charity. We need to be empathetic, and serve our sick brethren. Specially 
in this time of Pandemic, we not only pray for them, but also show our 
solidarity towards the sick in our family and those in hospitals. We need 
to have the face of Christ, and make them experience the Love and Mercy 
of Christ through our service. 

Let us also specially pray for the doctors, medical assistants and the corona 
warriors, so that they may be moved by the Spirit to go selflessly an extra 
mile to treat the sick. May God bless their generosity and sacrifice.

N.B: While administering the Communion to the sick, let us make sure the 
family members participate in the prayer reverently. There can be special 
prayer and blessing over the sick, at the end of the Holy Mass on 11th Feb 2021.

LENT AND ASH WEDNESDAY
The Season of Lent is a Holy Season to 
meditate on the Life, Passion and Death 
of Jesus who brought salvation to the 
Whole Humanity. May we prepare duly 
with the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
with more Prayer, Alms-giving and 
Fasting. To mark the beginning of this Holy Season, we have the Ash 
Wednesday on the 17th of February. May these Liturgical Celebrations 
enable us to renew our lives and pray for our own and the well-being of 
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the World. I urge you all to take part in the Stations of the Cross conducted 
in your Churches/Chapels, and also meditate them during your family 
prayers. Let us pray in the words of the Hymn - Sabat Mater Dolorosa:

“Christe, cum sit hinc exire, da per Matrem Me venire ad palmam 
victoriae”(Christ, when you shall call me, hence by your Mother my 

defense, by your Cross my Victory)

BISHOP’S BIRTHDAY AND CONSECRATION DAY
Every year there is a fellowship gathering of the priests and religious on 
the 27th of February, on the birthday and consecration day of the Bishop. 
This year due to the Pandemic situation, we need to stand in solidarity 
with the suffering people. Therefore, we will not be having the same. May 
I request you all for your valuable prayers and also your support towards 
the diocesan program for the cancer patients, instead of spending money 
on the bouquets, as informed last  year.

THE SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 
This special commemoration was instituted by His Holiness Pope Francis 
to be celebrated every year beginning from this year, on the 3rd Sunday of 
Ordinary Time. The special commemoration of the Word of God Sunday, 
helps us to give primary and equal importance to the Word of God in the 
Liturgy. It is good that many of our devout members of our Church revere 
with high regards, the Eucharistic Altar and the Holy Eucharist. But sadly 
we forget the Altar of the Word and it’s proclamation.

Thus, this significant day would surely enable to create awareness among 
priests, religious and the faithful to give importance to the Word of God and 
make it a lively and integral part of the Liturgy. There are various Church 
Documents, which can help us in identifying the beauty of the Liturgy of 
the Word, its ritual and practices, which are found on the Vatican site. The 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of Sacraments has 
sent a note regarding the same. Kindly refer the Annexure-3 for further 
details.

JAN & FEB 2021
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LITURGICAL CELEBRATION
In our Christian life, liturgical celebrations bring us Grace of God. To make 
this celebration as a Divine experience, the liturgical animator plays an 
important role. All liturgical norms are to be followed in accordance with 
the Roman Liturgical Calendar and GIRM. It is better to have good co-
ordination between the parish priests, religious communities and laity 
with regard to the arrangements for liturgical celebrations to make our 
liturgy vibrant and God - experiencing one to foster the Faith of people. 
Kindly follow the diocesan guidelines in this regard.

A Gentle reminder: 
• During the Holy Eucharistic Celebration, con-celebrants are to join 

from the beginning of the Holy Mass. No priest is allowed to join the 
con-celebration in between. In case of late arrival, he can join the 
congregation without vesting. It is applicable to guest priests too. If 
such situations arise, kindly guide them. The parish priests should 
look into it.

• Mass timings and language for the common Masses in the Parish 
Churches has to be kept up without any alteration. Any changes have 
to be made only with the written permission of the Bishop. 

• Holy Masses cannot be offered in houses. In case of need, like for the 
very sick/aged, permission of the Bishop is required.

• Special masses can be given at any suitable time and language as per 
the need of the people.

• During the celebrations like parish feasts, Jubilees, First Holy 
Communion, Confirmation etc., cannot be held during the same mass. 
Each of these celebrations have special prayers and readings which 
has to be followed strictly and not mix up. 

• Suitable Psalms and songs, specially Gloria etc., are to be used.

REMINDERS

JAN & FEB 2021

10



JAN & FEB 2021

11

OUT-STATION VISITS

Some of our priests are absent in the parish and are travelling out of the 
Diocese for personal reasons without information to the Bishop. Kindly 
follow CIC-Can. 533 § 2- “In order to be absent from the parish for more 
than a week, however, a pastor is bound to inform the local ordinary.” It 
will be good and appreciated, if you send an email to the Bishop or make 
a phone call explaining your absence in the parish. It is also good to know, 
the arrangements made for the faithful for their spiritual needs during 
your absence from the parish. This will help in the parish administration. 
Kindly co-operate.

ANNUAL STATASTICS

Every year, each Diocese has to send the Annual Statistics to Vatican by 
the last week of January. Hence, I request you to make arrangements to 
prepare the forms (A-J) and send them by 30th January 2021 in two copies 
to the Chancellor, Bishop’s House, Mysuru. Please do not delay. 

MARRIAGE PREPARATORY COURSES

Due to the Covid-19, we were not able to organize the Marriage 
Preparatory Courses in a class room setting. We have decided to begin 
these courses once again from 9th January 2021. The courses will resume 
at Catholic Center, Mysuru on the 2nd Saturday and following Sunday in 
Kannada, and 4th Saturday and following Sunday in English. Those whose 
marriages are arranged can attend the same. The candidates should bring 
a letter from the respective parish priests. All the precautions of social 
distancing, thermal screening, sanitizing, etc., should be followed. Those 
who did not have this preparatory course but received the Sacrament of 
Marriage due to Covid-19, can also attend the same, as it will help the 
couple to know more about Christian Marriage. Please Contact Rev. Fr. 
Michael Augustine Pro - 9901910549 in this regard. 
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MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 

(This year inspite of Covid-19 the Parish Priests, Superiors etc., have 
collected contributions towards Mission Sunday. I thank you for your 
co-operation in this regard.) I request all the parish priests, religious 
superiors, rectors and heads of the Institutions to send the Mission 
Sunday Collections by 30th of January 2021. Please send the total amount 
to the Financial Administrator by Cheque or D. D. to the account head 
‘Mission Sunday’. In turn, the same will be forwarded to Pontifical Mission 
Society, Rome through the National Office. Please co-operate. 

VISITOR’S DAY:  
The Bishop will be available to meet the concerned persons on the following 
days from morning 09.00 am. to 12.00 pm with prior appointment.

Kindly contact Rev. Fr. Praveen Kumar, Bishop’s Secretary at 0821-
2443545/  8088320291 to get the prior appointment. For any 
emergency visit, you may contact us.

Please Note: For information and updates from the Bishop’s House 
(specially the Religious in the Diocese), kindly save the Whatsapp number 
of Bishop’s Secretary- 8088320291, and send your Name and Institution 
details. As informed earlier, better to have a particular Whatsapp mobile 
number to the community. Kindly co-operate. 

INFORMATION

Sunday Bishop’s out - station program 
Monday Bishop’s out - station program
Tuesday Diocesan Priests
Wednesday Charity Day
Thursday Bishop’s out - station program
Friday Religious
Saturday Laity

JAN & FEB 2021
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NEW WEBSITE 
St. Anthony’s Basilica at Dornahalli 
has a new official website:  
www.dornahallistantony.in for updates 
regarding Holy Mass Timings, Feasts days 
and Special days, etc., The booking of Holy 
Masses and sending contributions also 
can be done online. You can benefit from 
the same to receive the blessings of St. 
Anthony of Dornahalli.  I congratulate and thank Rev. Fr. N.T. Joseph and    
Rev. Fr. Issac Ratnakar for the same.

CHARISMATIC PRAYER SESSIONS
Due to the pandemic, the gathering 
of people for Charismatic Prayer 
Sessions were suspended. Now, 
as there are relaxations and 
reasonable number of people are 
gathering for occasions, we can 
resume the Charismatic Prayer 
Sessions in our Diocese. However, precautionary measures like wearing 
masks, maintaining social distance, etc., has to be taken care. Let prayers 
help us all to overcome the difficulties created due to the Pandemic.

LET US PRAY FOR FARMERS
We know the struggles of the thousands 
and lakhs of farmers who are protesting 
to protect their rights and privileges 
even in rain and severe cold season. Let 
us keep them in our prayers, that there 
is peace and progress in our country. 
May the poor and needy are taken care. The Church always considers that 
there can be Peace only by Justice. May God Bless our Nation.

JAN & FEB 2021
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BLESSSING AND INAGURATION

BLESSING OF THE NIRMALA MATHE CHURCH AT KUTTA

On the 8th of December 2020, Nirmala Mathe 
Church was Blessed and Consecrated at 
Kutta. We specially Congratulate and Thank 
Rev. Fr. Lourdu Prasad who took keen 
interest in building this beautiful Church. He 
managed to bring a 24 KT gold plated Icon 
picture from Rome which is a source of Grace 
and attraction to the new Church. May God 
bless Fr. Lourdu Prasad, the parishioners, 
and all the donors for the effort taken in 
completing this Church.

BLESSING OF THE NEW SCHOOL BUILDING 

On the 8th of December 2020, 
St. Francis Kids World and St. 
Francis Peace Center of the 
Franciscan Missionary Brothers 
were blessed and inaugurated 
by Very Rev. Fr. Dominic Vaz - 
President of the CRI. We congratulate the Superior and the community 
for the same. St. Francis Peace Centre is envisioned to discover God, 
enlighten Humanity and transform the World. It promotes Peace in the 
spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. We implore God’s blessings on them and 
their institution, to serve the Lord and the people through the Education 
Ministry.

CAROL SINGING COMPETETION

The Catholic Association of Mysore, 
marked their Platinum Jubilee Celebration 
by organizing an Online Carol singing 
Competition on the 19th of December 2020. 

JAN & FEB 2021

14



JAN & FEB 2021

15

Many Choirs from various Parishes, Seminaries, Convents, Institutions 
and Religious houses participated in it. The program was successfull and 
it spread the Joy of Christmas. We Congratulate and Thank the President 
and the members of the Catholic Association of Mysore for organizing 
this event. The thanksgiving celebration of Platinum Jubilee will be held 
on 22nd Jan 2021 at 6:00 pm at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Mysuru with Holy 
Mass followed by a program. 

UCF CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

On 12th Dec 2020, the United 
Christian Forum (UCF) of Mysore had 
organised a Christmas Fellowship at 
ICRM Church, Bamboo Bazar, Mysuru. 
This Christmas fellowship manifests 
the unity among the Christian Churches, and to spread the message and 
peace of Christ among each other. Bishop Emeritus Thomas Vazhapilly, 
and many important leaders were also present to share their joy and 
fellowship. We Congratulate and Thank Rev. Fr. Arul Selva Kumar and all 
the organizers for the beautiful programme. The highlight of this program 
was the Christmas message delivered by the representatives from 
different denominations and religions on Christmas. There were Carols 
singing by various Choir groups and a prayer with lighted candle. Let us 
relate well with other Churches and Faith in unity, peace and harmony.

RENOVATED CHURCH AND PRESBYTERY AT 
PRAKASHPALYA
The renovated St. Louis Church and the 
presbytery at Prakash palya was blessed on 
12th December 2020. This Church is now in the 
Solvaic-architectural design. It is eye catching and 
marvelous. We  take this opportunity to express 
sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Uday Kumar SDB for 
taking keen interest in completing these projects.
May God bless him, the donors and the parish 
community.
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CONVOCATION AT DEEPANJALI, MYSORE
The Ursuline Franciscan Sisters had the 
Convocation for the Spiritual courses 
conducted at Deepanjali, Mysore. We 
Congratulate and Thank the Directress, 
Sisters of the Ursuline Franciscan 
Congregation and also the participants for 
this study course and the program. I wish 
them God’s blessings and best wishes for their future  Ministry. 

CENT PERCENT RESULTS
We are happy to inform that the 
9th batch of St. Joseph’s College 
of Nursing, Mysore have secured 
Cent Percent results announced by 
the RGUHS, Bangalore for the year 
2019 - 20. Out of 41 students who 
appeared for the exams, 21 have 
secured distinction and the rest First Class. I Congratulate the Director, 
Administrator, Staff and the Students for this achievement. I also thank 
Rev. Fr. George Martiz, the previous Director for his Contribution in this 
regard.

FIRST RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY OF CSSJ                                                                                        
The Carmelite Sisters of St. Joseph (CSSJ) 
have started their First Community in T. 
Narsipura. On 28th of December 2020, their 
First Religious House was Blessed and 
Inaugurated. I Congratulate and Thank Sr. 
Geetha Kallipurakkal for her effort and 
role for the same. I wish the community 
all the best in their Mission to continue to 
Serve God and His Church according to their  Charism.
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BIRTHDAY

JANUARY 
01 Rev. Fr. Vijay Kumar
 Rev. Fr. Roxan  Baros
04 Rev. Fr. J. Anthonappa
08 Rev. Fr. Praveen Kumar. A
09 Rev. Fr. Prashanth Kumar
12 Rev. Fr. Vijeth Martin
13 Rev. Fr. Stephen Joseph
15 Rev. Fr. M. Christopher
16 Rev. Fr. Charles Noronha
18 Rev. Fr. John Peter Rego
 Rev. Fr. Rony Ravi Kumar
21 Rev. Fr. Vincent D’Souza
 Rev. Fr. Christopher Sagayaraj
23 Rev. Fr. Tenny Kurian

FEBRUARY
02 Rev. Fr. Cyril D’Souza
08 Rev. Fr. Denis D’Souza
11 Rev. Fr. Alfred John Mendonca
 Rev. Fr. Anthony Raj R
12 Rev. Fr. Jebamalai Muthu
14 Rev. Fr. Valentine R. Kumar
15 Rev. Fr. John G. D’Cunha
22 Rev. Fr. L. Santiago
27 Most Rev. Dr. K. A. WILLIAM

The following priests of our Diocese have their Birthdays during the 
months of January and February. Our Prayerful wishes to them.

We also wish a happy birthday to all the Religious
fathers, brothers and sisters who celebrate their birthdays in

the month of January and February

JAN & FEB 2021
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NECROLOGY
We fondly remember the Mysore Diocesan Priests on their death 
anniversary during the month of January and February. With 
gratitude we pray for the departed for their service.

JANUARY
03-01-2012 Rev. Fr. Felix J. Tauro
09-01-1970 Rev. Fr. Comelius Lobo
10-01-1987 Rev. Fr. Albert Gonsalves
18-01-1970 Rev. Msgr. Ignatius H. Lobo
27-01-1964 Most Rev. Dr. Rene Feuga

FEBRUARY
05-02-2019 Rev. Msgr. N.S. Marie Joseph
14-02-2015 Rev. Fr. Michael Gonsalves
16-02-2000 Rev. Fr. Joseph Jaunet
18-02-2000 Rev. Fr. Peter Penven
23-02-1979 Rev. Fr. Freeman Joseph
28-02-1999 Rev. Fr. F. Michael

We also pray for the departed souls of
religious priests, brothers and sisters
on their death anniversary in the month of
January and February for their service
in our Diocese.
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MESSAGES SENT THROUGH WHATSAPP
DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER-2020

Gentle Reminder

Dear& Rev. Fathers 07-12-2020

CLERGY RECOLLECTION

Due to Covid-19, as we had the online Retreat, we would be having our 
Recollection on Thursday, 10th December 2020 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, 
in view of preparing for the Birth of Our Lord Jesus. For the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, kindly contact the nearest clergy and avail the service 
which is part of preparation during the Advent Season. (privately in 
sitting position with social distance). Kindly keep yourself free from other 
commitments and participate in the Clergy Recollection online at www.
mysorediocese.com (diocesan website / Youtube)

Preacher: Rev. Fr. John Sequeira OCD (Pushpashrama, Mysuru)

Time Table:
09:00 AM First Talk
12:00 Noon Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Talk
4:00 PM Second Talk

Let us participate in this online recollection to prepare ourselves for the 
coming of Our Saviour.

Bishop’s House,
Mysore

 17-12-2020

Dear & Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay faithful,

A Hindi TV Serial titled ‘YESHU’ is starting on 22nd December on & TV at 
8pm. The entire script is written by Rev. Fr. John Paul SVD. Kindly publicize 
to ensure the continuity of telecasting this TV serial which will depend on 
viewing popularity. Please co-operate.    

Bishop’s house
Mysore
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17-12-2020

Dear & Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay faithful,

This is with regard to the Christmas and New Year celebrations in the 
Diocese of Mysore. Due to the pandemic, all the parish priests and the 
concerned in-charges are requested to kindly see to that there is thermal 
screening, social distancing, wearing mask and using sanitizers. With 
regard to vigil services and masses during the day, you may continue to 
follow as in the previous years, unless the civil authorities guide us with 
other norms. We shall co- operate with them.

We wish you a Happy Christmas and bright New Year-2021.                                                                                                     

Bishop’s house  
Mysore
          

18-12-2020
Sad Demise

Dear & Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay faithful,                                 

Mr. Chandra Kumar, our diocesan auditor (K. K. Nayar and co.) aged 68 
years, passed away yesterday night. He was under medical treatment in 
Bangalore. His burial service will be held today, 18th Dec 2020 in Bangalore 
after 03:00 PM.

Infact his father late Mr. Nayar was the first chartered accountant in 
Bangalore during the British period and he has served our diocese from 
before 1960. After his death, Mr. C. Kumar took up the responsibility and 
served us from 1985 till date. He was a noble and co-operative person. 
He was helpful to our parishes and institutions- priests and religious in 
auditing our accounts. He was also guiding and helping us in implementing 
the changing norms of the IT Department. When in difficulty, he was also 
representing us to sort out the issues in the Department. 

With gratitude, let us pray for the repose of the soul of late Chandra kumar.

May his soul rest in peace.

Bishop’s house
Mysore
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19-12-2020

Dear & Rev. Fathers,

As the Celebration of Christmas, New Year and other Solemnities are 
close at hand, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline 
of the Sacraments, Rome has decreed granting permission to all the 
priests to Celebrate upto Four Holy Masses on Christmas Day(25th Dec.), 
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God (1st Jan.) and the Epiphany(6th Jan.) to 
facilitate small gathering of people for the Holy Masses in the background 
of pandemic Covid-19.

You may avail this permission and announce the timings by grouping of 
faithful according to zones/ wards/locality/streets, etc., in advance to the 
parish community tomorrow (20th Dec.) and also during the Christmas 
Holy Masses, so that they may participate in the Liturgical Celebrations 
accordingly on the above mentioned dates and timings. 

Once again, we request you to have the Liturgical Celebrations as usual, 
including the Vigil Services, in addition to the permission granted to have 
Extra Holy Masses as mentioned above.

However, kindly maintain the norms of Social Distancing, Sanitizing, 
Wearing Masks, etc., for safety of everyone. In case, the Civil Authorities 
give any written directions and there may require changes, we abide and 
follow them. Please co - operate.

Have a Grace - filled Liturgical Celebrations.

Bishop’s House
Mysore

 19-12-2020

Dear & Rev. Father,        

As in the past, this year also the Doordarshana Chandana TV Channel 
is presenting Christha Namana programe on 24th Dec. from 7.30 pm to 
10.30 pm (with a half an hour break for news bulletin) and on 25th Dec. 
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from 10.30 pm to 0.30 am (26th). Kindly announce about the same to the 
parish community tomorrow (20th Dec.) and also during the Christmas 
Holy Masses.

With Seasonal Greetings

Bishop’s House
Mysore

23-12-2020

URGENT & IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Dear Rev. Fathers/Sisters/ Brothers/ Laity faithful,

In the light of the announcement of night curfew from today 23rd Dec. 
2020 to 02nd Jan. 2021 between 10:00 pm to 6:00 am by the State Govt of 
Karnataka due to the Pandemic, kindly abide and follow the directions of 
the Govt.

You are also recommended to have the Christmas Eve and the New Year 
Eve Holy Masses by 7 pm, so that the people may return home before 
10:00 pm.

On Christmas and New Year days, you can have more Holy Masses from 
6:00 am onwards at multiple time and places in the Church Campus, to 
have smaller group for the Liturgy.

However, the usual precautions like thermal screening, social distancing, 
wearing mask and sanitization is a must.

Kindly pass on this information immediately to others and make due 
arrangements.

Bishop’s House
Mysore.
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23-12-2020
CLARIFICATION

Dear & Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters & Laity,     

The State Government of Karnataka had declared night curfew from today 
(23rd Dec. 2020) upto 2nd Jan 2021. In the evening, it declares that the night 
curfew will be from tomorrow (24th Dec. 2020) from 11:00 pm to 5.00 am. 
At the same time, it says that we Christians can have the Christmas Vigil 
Holy Mass in the Midnight. 

There are possibilities of inconveniences to our people from others. In the 
interest of our people when they come to the church and return home in 
the Midnight, it is better that we have for this year the Christmas Eve Holy 
Mass at 7:00 pm as informed earlier.

Kindly see to that all leave the church campus immediately after the Holy 
Mass to reach their home before 10:00 pm.

On Christmas day, we can have Holy Masses from 5:00 am as per our 
earlier directions.

Kindly note the above, and have a safe and healthy Christmas Celebration 
taking all precautions like Thermal Scanning, Social Distancing, Sanitizing 
and Wearing Mask for the safety of everyone.

Kindly co-operate

Bishop’s House
Mysore

26-12-2020

Dear & Rev. Fathers/Sisters/ Brothers/ Laity, 

Greetings of the Season.

With regard to the Midnight Vigil Holy Mass for Christmas, we had the Eve 
Holy Mass at 7.00 pm to avoid confusions.

Now, for New Year Vigil Holy Mass, since we have clear direction from 
the State Govt. that there will be NO night curfew, we shall have the 



JAN & FEB 2021

24

Thanksgiving Adoration of Blessed Sacrament followed by the Vigil Holy 
Mass at the Mid night of the 31st Dec. 2020. 

On 1st Jan.2021, Holy Masses can be at multiple time in multiple places in 
the Church Campus to facilitate small gatherings for Liturgy in the zonal/ 
wards/localities level in the Church Campus. Let us follow strictly the 
Govt. guidences of wearing mask, sanitizing, maintaing social distance, etc,.

Kindly make due announcements during the Holy Masses on 27th Dec. 
2020 about the same.

With God’s Blessings.

Bishop’s House 
Mysore

30-12-2020
Sad Demise

Dear & Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay faithful,

We regret to inform you the sad demise of very Rev. Fr. J. B. Xavier, aged 
84 years, a priest of our Mysore Diocese. He was staying with his family 
members in Bangalore for sometime during the Pandemic. Yesterday, 
he came to his brother’s house in Mysore. Today (29th Dec 2020) in the 
evening, he was brought to St. Joseph’s Hospital for emergency. The 
doctors confirmed that he has expired at 05:00 pm. His mortal remains 
will be kept for public homage in St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Bannimantap, 
Mysuru from today evening until tomorrow 8-30 am.

The mortal remains will be shifted to St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Mysore and 
later at 10:00 am the Requiem Holy Mass will be offered for the departed 
soul. The burial service along with Holy Mass will be held in his native 
place at Shettihalli in the Diocese of Chickmaglur at 3-30 pm tomorrow.

We Express our heartfelt condolences to bereaved family members.

May his soul rest in peace.

Kindly see the Annexure-4 for the obituary.

Bishop’s house
Mysore
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Annexure -1 
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Rev. Msgr. J.B. Xavier, a senior priest of the Diocese 
of Mysore, passed away at 5:00 p.m. on December  
29, 2020 due to cardiac arrest. He was 82 years old.
 
The mortal remains of Msgr. J.B. Xavier was kept at 
St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Bannimantap, Mysuru 
for public homage. A solemn Requiem Mass was 
celebrated at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Mysuru at 10:00 a.m by Most. Rev. 
Dr. Peter Machado, Archbishop of Bangalore, Most. Rev. Dr. K.A.William, 
and Most. Rev. Dr. Thomas Anthony Vazhapilly in which the priests con-
celebrated, and the religious, laity etc., participated. The mortal remains 
was taken to his birth place, Our Lady of Rosary Church, Shettihalli, 
Hassan District where his body was interred by the side of his parents’ 
grave at 3:30 p.m. on the same day.
 
Msgr. J.B. Xavier was born in Shettihalli in Hassan District to Mr. S. 
Johannes, a teacher and Mrs. Amruthamma on November 14, 1938. Msgr. 
J.B. Xavier was the second in a large family of 11 children. Two of his sisters 
were religious in the congregation of Salesian Sisters of Mary Immaculate 
(SMMI). He is survived by five sisters and three brothers. After his school 
studies he joined St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Mysore and completing his 
Philosophy and Theology studies in St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore, was 
ordained priest at. Joseph’s Cathedral, Mysore on April 4th, 1962, by the 
then Bishop of Mysore, Rt. Rev. Dr. Rene Feuga. After serving for a brief 
period as Assistant at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Mysore, he was sent for 
higher studies to Paris, France, in 1965. There at the Catholic Institute,  he 
completed his master’s degree in Liturgy and Church History.
 
He was a Professor of Liturgy and Church History from 1967 till 1993 at 
St. Peter’s Pontifical Seminary, Bangalore. He also served there as Rector 
for three years and the first Registrar of St. Peter’s Pontifical Institute.

Annexure -4
OBITUARY

REV. MSGR. J.B. XAVIER
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He has served as Parish Priest at Immaculate conception Church, Ganjam; 
St. Francis of Assisi Church,Kollegal and Sacred Heart Church Yadavagiri. 
He was also the Director of the Organization for Development of People, 
Mysore. He was the Dean of Kollegal Deanery and also the Vicar General 
of the Diocese of Mysore between 2003 and 2009.
 
As the Secretary for Karnataka Regional Commission for Liturgy for a 
number of years, and being fluent and erudite in Kannada, he has done 
extensive work in translating liturgical books to Kannada. He was a 
member of the Ecumenical Bible Translation Committee. He has translated 
the New Roman Missal, The Book of blessings and also prepared the 
Kannada Lectionary. He was working on the project of translating the 
Book of Gospels and Sacramental Rituals in Kannada.
 
 As a priest, Msgr  J.B. Xavier was  very devout  and known for making 
liturgy lively and meaningful. He always respected authority and was 
very cordial with all priests and his parishioners. He had great devotion 
to Blessed Virgin Mary, especially, Our Lady of the Rosary. He was always 
joining online Marian devotion in Lourdes, France. He loved the Church 
and was a happy priest. He wished to be alive for another two years to 
celebrate his Sacerdotal Diamond Jubilee. 
 
I, on behalf of Most Rev. Thomas A. Vazhapilly, Bishop Emeritus, all the 
clergy, religious and laity of Mysore diocese,  condole the death of Msgr. 
J.B. Xavier and convey our sympathies to his bereaving near and dear 
ones. 
 
All the priests of the diocese are requested to offer three Holy Masses for 
the repose of soul of late Rev. Msgr. J.B. Xavier. May his soul rest in peace. 
Amen.
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