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The HOLY FATHER’S Monthly Intentions

MARCH
General Intention
Evangelization :
Formation in Spiritual Discernment

Missionary Intention
That the Church may appreciate the urgency of Formation
in Spiritual Discernment both on the personal and
communitarian levels.

APRIL
General Intention
For those who have responsibility in economic matters.

Missionary Intention
That then economists may have the courage to reject any
economy of exclusion and know how to open new paths.
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MDB 02/2018 MARCH - APRIL
1. THANK YOU :
I take this opportunity to thank all of you for the fellowship get-

together held on 27-02-2018, for the occasion of my Birthday,
the First Anniversary of Episcopal Ordination and the Sacerdotal
Silver Jubilee celebrations.  It was a wonderful occasion for us to
come together to give thanks to God for all the blessings that He
has showered upon us.

I thank Rev. Msgr. C. Rayappa, Rev. Msgr. Leslie Moras, Very
Rev. Fr. Dominic Vaz and their team for organizing such a
memorable event. I also thank you - the clergy and the religious
of our diocese for your presence, prayers and wishes.Please do
continue to pray for me and our diocese.

2. LENTEN SEASON :
On 14thof February 2018, we began the Holy Season of Lent.

Receiving the ashes on our forehead reminds us about the need
to do penance for our sins and prepare for the resurrection of
our Lord contemplating on the passion and death of Jesus. The
norms of fasting and abstinence during this holy season is referred
in Canons 1249-1253.

I am pleased to attach the Lenten message of His
Holiness Pope Francisof 2018 with the theme: “Because of the
increase of iniquity, the love of many will grow cold” (Mt.
24:12)in the Annexure – 1 of this bulletin. Through this message
the Pope warns us against false prophets, who under a variety
of guises aim to extinguish love inside of us with devastating
consequences: violence against those who do not correspond
to our expectations, trampling and disfigurement of creation.
Communities are poisoned by self-interest, pessimism and
isolation.
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The reading of the passion narrative from the Gospels for
meditation and contrition of heart is beneficial for our Spiritual
renewal. Let us concentrate more on prayer, sacrifice and
Christian charity during these days of Grace.

3. ST. JOSEPH’S FEAST :
St. Joseph, spouse of Blessed Virgin Mary is a model for us.

Nothing he ever said, is recorded in the gospel, but his life speaks
eloquently enough. He is referred as a Just Man.  We are privileged
to have him as the Guardian and Patron of the Universal Church.
Our Church needshis protection and providence as he took care
of the Holy Family at Nazareth. Let usimitate St. Joseph and invoke
his patronage in all our endeavours as guardian of soulsand the
custodians of the Church. May St. Joseph safe guard our diocese
with his prayers and protection.

On March 19th, we also remember Pope Francis as he
celebrates his anniversary of his Papacy. He has a special
devotion to St. Joseph. Pope Francis said “This man takes God’s
promise and brings it forward in silence with strength; he brings
it forward so that whatever God wants is fulfilled”. Let us specially
pray for the intentions of our Holy Father Pope Francis on this
day.

4. CLERGY CONFERENCE :
The diocesan clergy conference will be held on Wednesday,

21st of March 2018. The meeting will begin at 10-00 am and end
on 22nd with Chrism Mass followed by breakfast. It is a time to
prepare for the celebration of pastoral ministry with proper
confessions.  I request all the Priests in the Diocese to participate
in it. Rev.Fr. Selvaraj of Prabhodhana Seminary, Mysuru will
animate the sessions.

5. CHRISM MASS :
This year the Chrism Mass will be celebrated on 22nd March

2018 at 7.00 am in St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Mysuru. It is a special
day for all the ordained ministers of the Church and an occasion
to show our fellowship and unity as Priests serving in the same
diocese. I request all of you to participate in the solemn Eucharistic
Celebration of Unus Presbyterium.
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It will be good, if many religious and laity are present for the
Chrism Mass to pray for all the Priests of the diocese. During the
Holy Mass, the Bishop will bless the oils which will be used for
the ministry of sacraments.

6. HOLY WEEK :
Pope Francis reminded us last year during Holy Week that

“as the Church enters into the week before Jesus’ Passion and
death, the Lord does not ask us to contemplate him only in pictures
and photographs, or in the videos that circulate on the internet.
Instead, Jesus is present in our many brothers and sisters who
today endure sufferings like his own: they suffer from slave labour,
from family tragedies, from diseases. Many people also suffer
from wars and terrorism. Women and men who are cheated,
violated and discarded in their dignity. Jesus is in them, in each
of them, and with marred features and broken voice, he asks to
be looked in the eye, to be acknowledged, to be loved.

The Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus is the center
point of our Christian faith, which has to be meaningfully
celebrated during the Holy week. It invites us for proper
preparation and significant celebration.  Let us draw the people
of God close to the altar of Christ - crucified and risen from the
dead for salvation of each one of us.

7. THE PASCHAL FEAST :
On 1st of April 2018 we celebrate the Easter - Paschal Sunday

it is a celebration of life in Resurrected Christ.  Those who went
near the tomb of Jesus in the early hours of the third day after his
death saw an open tomb, and not an empty tomb.  The message
of Resurrection of Jesus was waiting to the loved ones of Jesus
so that they proclaim Him as God of the living and not of the
dead. “He is Risen indeed, Alleluiah”.

We have a good tradition of blessing the Catholic houses
immediately after Easter. Let the visit of our priests bring Joy and
Peace to all the families.  Let the living water sprinkled, strengthen
them with the Christian faith and commitment. Our visits to the
families will bring them closer to Christ and His Church.

I wish you all a Happy Easter.  May the Risen Christ bring joy
and peace in our hearts. Let our lives of witness proclaim the
Resurrection of Jesus.
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8. DIOCESAN LEADERSHIP CAMP :
As every year, this year too there will be a diocesan leadership

camp for the catholic students who have written their 10th Std.
exams on 10th, 11th and 12th April 2018.  The camp will begin on
10th at 9.30 am and end on 12th April 2018 at 4.00 pm.  This year,
to make it more convenient for the students, we have arranged
this camp in the following places simultaneously:

For students of Kodagu Deanery, St. Michael’s Church,
Madikeri

For students of Kollegal Deanery, Our Lady of Good Health
Church, Hanur

For students of Mandya, Chamarajanagar & Mysore Deaneries
Catholic Centre, Mysuru

More details about the diocesan leadership camp will be given
by the Catechetical commission of the Diocese.

9. BISHOP THOMAS A. VAZHAPILLY :
On 25th of March 2018 is the Episcopal Ordination Anniversary

and on 11th April 2018 is the 78th birthday of our Bishop Emeritus
Most Rev. Dr. Thomas A. Vazhapilly. As a Bishop he has served
towards the overall development of our diocese. His presence in
the diocese is encouraging and inspiring.  While congratulating
him on his Episcopal Anniversary and wishing him a Happy
Birthday, I thank him for what he is to the diocese. Ad multos
annos, your Excellency. I request you all to pray for his intentions
on both of these days.

10.DEMISE OF BISHOP GEEVARGHESE MAR
          DIVANNASIOS :

The first bishop of Puttur diocese, Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese
Mar Divannasios Ottathengil, passed away on Tuesday, January
16th 2018. He was 67 years of age.  Bishop Divannasios was
born on 1st November 1950 in the ancient Syrian Christian family
of Ottathengil to Mr. N.S. Varghese and Mrs. Mariamma Varghese
at Thalavady near Thiruvalla in Central Travancore. In 1956, his
family migrated to Dakshina Kannada district. They settled at
Ichilampady in Puttur.

On 18th of December 1996, Pope John Paul II appointed him
as the Bishop of Sultan Bathery. After 14 years of service in Kerala,
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on 25th January 2010, he was appointed as first Bishop of the
newly erected Syro-Malankara Eparchy of Puttur. Bishop
Divannasios was a good writer and musician. He also spoke
Kannada and Tulu fluently. He was a good orator and liked by
people from all faith. He was known for his love for the poor and
down trodden. He took the retirement from Episcopal office due
to ill health. On Tuesday, 16th January, he breathed his last in
Thiruvalla in Kerala. The funeral service was held on Thursday,
18th January at Metropolitan Cathedral in Thiruvalla. 

We offer our heartfelt condolences to His Excellency
Gevarghese Mar Makarios - the present Bishop of Puttur and his
priests, religious and the laity.  Let us also pray for the repose of
the departed soul of Emeritus Bishop Geevarghese Mar
Divannasios. May his soul rest in peace. Amen.

11. YEAR OF CATECHESIS 2018 :
As we have declared this year as the Year of catechesis,

vocation camps were held at all the deaneries of our diocese, for
the boys who are studying from 7th to 12th standard under the
leadership of Rev. Msgr. C. Rayappa and Rev. Msgr. Leslie Moras.
Seminars for the Catechism Teachers were also held in all these
deaneries.  I thank the Monsignori and the team for inspiring many
teachers to be committed to teach the faith and tradition of the
church, and the boys towards the call. It is all through the
catechetical instruction, the parents are to be taught to bring up
their children in Christian faith and maturity. Catechesis is a life -
long journey of faith, and part and parcel of our very Christian
being.  I earnestly request the Heads of the Institutions and the
Parish Priests to pay more attention to Catechism classes in
our Parishes and Institutions.  It is only through regular faith
formation classes we pass-on our Christian faith to the future
generation.I appeal to all of you to have a Catechism day in the
Parishes and celebrate it with special faith formation programs
for the children, youth, parents and elders.

12.THE 33rd PLENARY ASSEMBLY OF CBCI :
The Bishops of our nation came together at St. John’s National

Academy of Health Sciences, Bengaluru from 2nd to 9th February
for the 33rd  biennial meeting of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of India (CBCI).  
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The theme of the assembly was “I am with you always, even
to the end of the ages” (Mat.28:20) UNITED IN DIVERSITY FOR
A MISSION OF MERCY AND WITNESS. The Bishops discussed
how the Church can be the leaven in the dough so that all men
and women of good will, cutting across religious, social and
political lines can unite to preserve the secular fabric of the country
and uphold the constitutional values. The Bishops also deliberated
on how the Church can continue to witness the love of Jesus
Christ and selflessly serve the nation. The Church wishes to
actively involve itself in open and full dialogue with followers of all
religions and ideologies so that together we can promote peace
and harmonious living. You will find the Final Statement of the
33rd Plenary Assembly of CBCI in the Annexure – 3 of this bulletin.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, has been
elected as the new President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of India with a new team of office bearers. While thanking the
outgoing team of office bearers and congratulating the new ones,
we pray for the new Office-Bearers that they may lead the Church
in India towards the Mission of service and witness in India.

13. NEW  APOSTOLIC  CONSTITUTION  VERITATIS
           GAUDIUM :

On 29th January 2018, His Holiness Pope Francis released a
new Apostolic Constitution Veritatis Gaudium (The Joy of Truth):
On Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties.

The new 87pages document replaces the apostolic
constitution Sapientia Christiana issued by St. John Paul II in
1979. Pope Francis writes that the older document urgently needs
to be updated in the light of changes in the society and in
academic life.

The new Papal document applies specifically to universities
and other academic institutions that offer degrees and courses
of study approved by the Holy See. It does not apply directly to
Catholic colleges and universities, which remain governed by
the norms of the 1990 apostolic constitution, Ex Corde Ecclesiae.
For further informations, kindly visit http://w2.vatican.va/content/
f rancesco/en/apost_consti tu t ions/documents/papa-
francesco_costituzione-ap_20171208_veritatis-gaudium.html
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14. INTER-NATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY :
We are all God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live a

good life as in the beginning. God invites us to live it. In the name
of Jesus, men and women are called to collaborate as equal
partners in home and in society. As we observe the International
Womens Day on 8th of March 2018, may we commit to fostering
a culture, centred on mutual respect and justice to women. The
materials for a meaningful liturgy is attached in the Annexure - 4
of this bulletin.

15.THE 33rd WORLD YOUTH DAY :
The 33rd World Youth Day will be celebrated world-wide on

the Palm Sunday, 25th March 2018. The Holy Father Francis has
sent his message to the young people of the world on this
occasion with the theme, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favour with God” (Lk 1: 30). You will find the message in
the Annexure -2 of this bulletin.

Let us specially pray for all the youth of our Diocese, so that
they may be convinced of the Gospel truth in their lives and be
part of the Church and its mission.

16.  SOCIETY MEETINGS :
The Annual meeting for the Societies for the year 2018 will be

held from 9th July 2018 to 16th July 2018. The meetings will begin
at 09.30 am.  Please keep ready the audited statement of accounts
for the meeting to avoid last minute submission.  The accounts
are to be audited before our Diocesan Auditor by end of May 2018.
Please co-operate with the Auditor by providing necessary books
of account supported by receipts and vouchers. As in the previous
years, the auditor will be available on the dates which will be
communicated to you by the Financial Administrator. Please note
the following dates and places for the society meeting.
Date Deanery Place
09-07-2018 Kodagu St. Michael’s Church, Madikeri
10-07-2018 Kollegal St. Francis of Assisi Church, Kollegal
11-07-2018 Ch. Nagar St. Paul’s Church, Chamarajanagar
12-07-2018 Mandya St. Joseph’s Church, Mandya
13-07-2018 Hunsur St. Francis Xavier’s Church, Hunsur
14-07-2017 Mysore St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Mysuru
16-07-2018 Institutions St. Philomena’s College, Mysuru
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17. C. A. SITE AT MYSURU  :
Mysore Diocese has applied for a new C. A. site measuring

1.05 acres at Lalithadripura, Ring Road, Mysuru for Religious
and Medical purpose. I thank priests of M.D.E.S, Cathedral and
St. Philomena’s College for their immediate financial support to
pay the advance.

18. PASTORAL MINISTRY FOR DEACONS :
The Deacons Rev. Anthony Raj, Rev. Arokiaraj Leonard and

Rev. Praveen Kumar G are serving at Otterthotti, Naganahalli
and Jellipalayam parishes respectively as part of their Diaconate
Ministry. I wish them a fruitful pastoral ministry.

19. OCKHI CYCLONE :
I thank all of you for making due announcements and raising

contributions from parishes / institutions towards those who are
affected from the recent Ockhi Cyclone.  This is a sign of our
Christian charity and solidarity towards the poor and needy.  It
means a lot as we have made it on Ash Wednesday – the first
day of the season of lent. Kindly forward collected amount to the
below mentioned bank account before 15th of March 2018:

Name of the account :  Bishop and Procurator
Account Number : 0524053000001227
Branch : Bannimantap, Mysuru
Name of the Bank : South Indian Bank
IFSC Code : SIBL0000524
20.ANNUAL BUDGET :
The prominent self-sufficient Parishes, Shrines & Institutions

are requested to prepare a annual budget for the financial year
2018 – 2019.  A format is already sent to you to help to prepare a
good budget.  Kindly prepare the same and send it to the Financial
Administrator at the earliest. A good planning with regard to finance
will surely help for the growth and the development of the parishes,
shrines and institutions in our diocese.

21. CONSTRUCTIONS IN THE DIOCESE :
Whenever a recommendation from the Bishop is sought to

any donor agency, specially to the Department of Minorities, the
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diocese gives you a list of guidelines to be followed. The need of
co-ordination with the diocesan building committee headed by
the Chancellor of the diocese is very much required to facilitate
proper planning of the building and utilization of the funds.  Let us
not forget that it is for the sake of the community that we take up
all developmental projects like constructions and not for the sake
of any individuals.  Hence, along with necessary permission from
the diocesan authority, kindly keep the parish community united
for the success of good projects.

22.MASS INTENTIONS :
We thank all those Parish Priests and Rectors of the Shrine

for your support in regularly giving surplus mass intentions to the
Bishop’s House.  Nearly 80% of our diocesan priests depend on
the Bishop’s House for mass intentions.  To meet this requirement,
we rely on the Parish Priests and Rectors of the Shrine, who
receive surplus mass intentions.  Since we are not able to cater
to all the priests in this regard, we usually request outside
dioceses to support us with mass intentions, and it is not very
easy to procure them regularly from outside.  Hence, I request
all the Parish Priests and Rectors of the Shrine to send the
surplus mass intentions to the diocese once in three months
without fail.

Let us not forget that every mass intention has to be individually
honoured by offering holy mass by one of the priests as per the
intention of the donor.  The Parish Priests, Asst. Priests and the
guest Priests who offer masses, can alone avail the mass
intentions from the parishes and shrines in the Diocese.  Rest of
our diocesan priests who do not have sufficient mass intentions
should avail mass intentions from the Bishop’s House, and duly
maintain the mass register. No Parish Priest or Rector of the
Shrine can directly supply mass intentions to others.

23. REGISTRAR FOR CHRISTIAN MARRIAGES :
All of us are well aware that the marriages blessed in our

parishes are to be also registered with the Registrar of Christian
Marriages as per the Indian Christian Marriage (Central Act XV)
of 1872 and Indian Christian Marriage Regulations (Karnataka)
of 1961.  We are happy to inform you that Mrs. Joyce Lavina
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Castelino, Advocate, Block No. 10, Nehru Nagar, Virajpet, Kodagu
- 571 218 is appointed by the State Governament of Karnataka
as the Registrar of Christian Marriages for Kodagu District. Her
Contact No. is 98449 42291. I congratulate her for assuming this
office and wish her all the best in discharging her duties.

I request all the parish priests of Kodagu Deanary to contact
her and to see that the Marriage Blessed in the parishes are
Registered as per the norms. The parish priests are also
requested to regularise in registering the marriages which have
been blessed earlier in our parishes.

With regard to other Deanaries of our Diocese, we shall let
you know later.

24.ELECTIONS :
As you are aware of the forthcoming elections in the State of

Karnataka, it is our duty to bring awareness among the people
the right to vote and elect suitable candidate who safeguard the
constitution and uphold the rights of minorities. Already Laity
commission along with ODP and MDES has visited the deaneries
and worked hard in helping to prepare the voters identity cards.
Still there are people who do not have the election identity cards.
I request the parish priests to instill in them the responsibility to
stand for their rights. Let us also pray for peace and success
during the forth coming Vidhana Sabha elections.

25. ANNUAL STATISTICS :
We thank the Parish Priests, Superiors of the religious houses

and heads of the institutions who have sent the Annual Statistics
of Parishes / Institutions in time. Your co-operation in this regard
has helped us to consolidate the statistics of our Diocese to
forward to our authorities. Religious have not yet sent.

26.USE OF MOBILE PHONE :
These days we are in the world of social network and

communication. Everyone has a mobile phone and without it life
seems to be incomplete.  However, in the light of the recent
reaction of our Holy Father Pope Francis about usage of mobiles,
let us educate our people not to use mobiles during the liturgical
and para-liturgical celebrations.  Photographs and video graphs
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are not allowed during such celebrations.  Let us be strict with
regard to this and also be a good example to others.

27.BIRTH DAY :
The following priests of our Diocese have their Birthday during

the month of March &  April. Our prayerful wishes to them.
MARCH

12 - Rev. Fr. Jacob Kollanoor
19 - Rev. Fr. VijayrajJaunet
22 - Rev. Fr. Joseph Rodrigues
25 - Rev. Fr.  Angelo Pais
28 - Rev. Fr. S. D. Joseph
30 - Rev. Fr. C. Anthonappa

APRIL
01 - Rev. Fr. Gilbert Aranha
04 - Rev. Fr. John Louis & Rev. Fr. Vincent T
05 - Rev. Fr. John Bosco
10 - Rev. Fr. Madalai Muthu & Rev. Fr. Chinnappa. I
11 - Rev. Bishop Thomas A. Vazhapilly & Rev. Fr. G. Joseph
22 - Rev. Fr. Rayappa M & Rev. Fr. Rohan. A
25 - Rev. Fr. Stanislaus Manickam
26 - Rev. Fr. Peter Martin CM

(Parish Priest of St. Mary’s Church, Mariapura)
We also wish a happy birthday to all the Religious fathers,

brothers and sisters who celebrate their birthdays in the month
of March and April.

28. NECROLOGY :
We fondly remember the Mysore Diocesan Priests on their

death anniversary during the month of March & April. With
gratitude, we pray for the departed for their service.
MARCH

17.3.1979 Rev. Fr. Devaraj Nicholas
17.3.1993 Rev. Bishop Francis Michaelappa
19.3.1968 Rev. Fr. Louis D‘Hendocourt
20.3.1997 Rev. Fr. Thomas Thadickal
21.3.1964 Rev. Fr. Lazaro Gustave
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22.3.1991 Rev. Fr. Uthariam V. S.
22.3.1999 Rev. Fr. JacobThadickal
28.3.1973 Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Noronha

APRIL
01.4.2012 Rev. Fr. Valerian G. Tauro
18.4.2004 Rev. Bishop Joseph Roy
19.4.1977 Rev. Fr. Laopus Yves
21.4.2010 Rev. Fr. Joseph Saldanha
26.4.1956 Rev. Fr. J. B. Hedde
27.4.2008 Rev. Fr. John Manthadam
28.4.1991 Rev. Fr. J. Beaudement
We also pray for the departed souls of religious priests,

brothers and sisters on their death anniversary in the month of
March and April for their service in our Diocese.

29.BLESSING & INAUGURATION :
a) Maradiyur : On 1st January 2018 foundation stone was

blessed and laid at Holy Cross parish, Maradiyur for the new
Church building.We wish all the best to the Parish Priest Rev.
Fr. Stanislaus Manickam and his team.

b) H. D. Kote : On 5th January 2018 a new School building
was blessed and inaugurated in the campus of St. Mary’s Church,
H. D. Kote. I thank and congratulate Rev. Fr. J. Anthonappa for
the same.

c) K. R. Pet : On 14thJanuary 2018, Infant Jesus Church at
K. R. Pet celebrated the Silver Jubilee of the parish. I thank and
congratulate Rev. Fr.  Anthony Raj E and his collaborators for
organizing the jubilee celebration.

d) Kesare : On 25th January 2018, the CTS Sisters celebrated
the silver Jubilee of their presence in Mysore Diocese. I thank
and congratulate the Superior and Community for making the
event a meaningful one.

e) Kedamullore : On 30th January 2018, a new School
building was blessed and inaugurated in the campus of Our Lady
of Fatima parish, Kedamulluru. I thank and congratulate Rev. Fr.
Francis Xavier for the same.

14



f) Mariapura : On 12th  February 2018, the renovated St. Mary’s
Parish Church was blessed at Mariapura. The church was
renovated with the financial support from the Department of the
Minorities of State Government.  I thank and congratulate Rev.
Fr. Peter Martin CM for the same.

g) Jayalakshmipuram: On 16th February 2018, the additional
class rooms at St. Joseph’s School (CBSE) at Jayalakshmipuram
was blessed and inaugurated. I thank and congratulate Rev. Fr.
Vijay Kumar - the Secretary and other Rev. Fathers in the campus
for their co-operation towards the same.

29.BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS FOR MARCH AND  APRIL
  2018 :

March– 2018
1st - Holy Mass - St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Mysuru

Meetings of Administrative Bodies, -Bishop’s House, Mysuru
2nd - MDES Governing Body Meeting - Bishop’s House, Mysuru
07th - Holy Mass - Sumana Center, Mysuru
10th - Convocation Indian Institute of Spirituality - Bengaluru
12th-17th Bishop’s Meeting - Mumbai
19 th - Graduation day -St. Philomena’s Autonomous College, Mysuru
20th - Women’s Day-JyothiNilaya Convent, Mysuru
21st - Clergy Conference - Catholic Centre, Mysuru
22nd - Chrism Mass - Cathedral, Mysuru
25th - Palm Sunday -Cathedral, Mysuru
29th - Maundy Thursday - Cathedral, Mysuru
30th - Good Friday - Cathedral, Mysuru
31st - Easter Vigil - Cathedral, Mysuru
April– 2018
01st - Paschal Sunday - Cathedral, Mysuru
07th - Community College Validatory Program - Holy Cross

Sisters, Prakashpalya
08th - Parish Feast - Divine Mercy Church, K. R. Nagar
10th - Final Profession -Holy Cross Sisters, Madiwala, Bengaluru
11th - Final Profession - SatyaSeva Sisters, Mariapura
12th - Golden Jubilee Celebration – UFS Sisters, Bogadi, Mysuru
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14th - Final Profession – CSST Sisters, Virgin of the Poor Church, Mysuru
15th - Confirmation - St. Mary’s Church, Mariapura
16th - Blessing of UFS Retired Sisters Home - Naganahalli
17th - Priestly Ordination of Pallotines-Immac. Concept. Church, Kudlur

St. Joseph’s Hospital Trust Meeting -Bannimantap, Mysuru
19 th - Priestly Ordination - Missionaries of Compassion  Hyderabad
21st - Jubilee Celebration – LSP, Home for the Aged, Mysuru
23rd - Confirmation – St. Antony’s Church, Gopalapura
24th - Parish Feast – St. Antony’s Church, Gopalapura
25th - Final Profession – SatyaSeva Sisters, Belawadi, Mysuru
26th - Final Profession – FMM Sisters, Mariamangalam

ANNEXURE – 1

MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER POPE FRANCIS
FOR LENT 2018.

Theme : “Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of
many will grow cold” (Mt 24: 12).

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Once again, the Pasch of the Lord draws near! In our

preparation for Easter, God in His providence offers us each year
the season of Lent as a “sacramental sign of our conversion”.[1]
Lent summons us, and enables us, to come back to the Lord
whole heartedly and in every aspect of our life.

With this message, I would like again this year to help the
entire Church experience this time of grace anew, with joy and in
truth. I will take my cue from the words of Jesus in the Gospel of
Matthew: “Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of many
will grow cold” (24:12).

✝ Most Rev. Dr. K. A. William
Bishop of Mysore
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These words appear in Christ’s preaching about the end of
time. They were spoken in Jerusalem, on the Mount of Olives,
where the Lord’s passion would begin. In reply to a question of
the disciples, Jesus foretells a great tribulation and describes a
situation in which the community of believers might well find itself:
amid great trials, false prophets would lead people astray and
the love that is the core of the Gospel would grow cold in the
hearts of many.

False Prophets
Let us listen to the Gospel passage and try to understand the

guise such false prophets can assume.
They can appear as “snake charmers”, who manipulate human

emotions in order to enslave others and lead them where they
would have them go. How many of God’s children are
mesmerized by momentary pleasures, mistaking them for true
happiness! How many men and women live entranced by the
dream of wealth, which only makes them slaves to profit and
petty interests! How many go through life believing that they are
sufficient unto themselves, and end up entrapped by loneliness!

False prophets can also be “charlatans”, who offer easy and
immediate solutions to suffering that soon prove utterly useless.
How many young people are taken in by the panacea of drugs, of
disposable relationships, of easy but dishonest gains! How many
more are ensnared in a thoroughly “virtual” existence, in which
relationships appear quick and straightforward, only to prove
meaningless! These swindlers, in peddling things that have no
real value, rob people of all that is most precious: dignity, freedom
and the ability to love. They appeal to our vanity, our trust in
appearances, but in the end they only make fools of us. Nor
should we be surprised. In order to confound the human heart,
the devil, who is “a liar and the father of lies” (Jn 8:44), has always
presented evil as good, falsehood as truth. That is why each of
us is called to peer into our heart to see if we are falling prey to
the lies of these false prophets. We must learn to look closely,
beneath the surface, and to recognize what leaves a good and
lasting mark on our hearts, because it comes from God and is
truly for our benefit.
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A Cold Heart
In his description of hell, Dante Alighieri pictures the devil

seated on a throne of ice,[2] in frozen and loveless isolation. We
might well ask ourselves how it happens that charity can turn
cold within us. What are the signs that indicate that our love is
beginning to cool?

More than anything else, what destroys charity is greed for
money, “the root of all evil” (1 Tim 6:10). The rejection of God and
his peace soon follows; we prefer our own desolation rather than
the comfort found in his word and the sacraments.[3] All this
leads to violence against anyone we think is a threat to our own
“certainties”: the unborn child, the elderly and infirm, the migrant,
the alien among us, or our neighbour who does not live up to our
expectations.

Creation itself becomes a silent witness to this cooling of
charity. The earth is poisoned by refuse, discarded out of
carelessness or for self-interest. The seas, themselves polluted,
engulf the remains of countless ship wrecked victims of forced
migration. The heavens, which in God’s plan, were created to
sing His praises, are rent by engines raining down implements
of death.

Love can also grow cold in our own communities. In the
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, I sought to describe
the most evident signs of this lack of love: selfishness and spiritual
sloth, sterile pessimism, the temptation to self-absorption,
constant warring among ourselves, and the worldly mentality that
makes us concerned only for appearances, and thus lessens
our missionary zeal.[4]

What are we to do?
Perhaps we see, deep within ourselves and all about us, the

signs I have just described. But the Church, our Mother and
Teacher, along with the often bitter medicine of the truth, offers
us in the Lenten season the soothing remedy of prayer, almsgiving
and fasting.

By devoting more time to prayer, we enable our hearts to root
out our secret lies and forms of self-deception,[5] and then to
find the consolation God offers. He is our Father and he wants
us to live life well.
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Almsgiving sets us free from greed and helps us to regard
our neighbour as a brother or sister. What I possess is never
mine alone. How I would like almsgiving to become a genuine
style of life for each of us! How I would like us, as Christians, to
follow the example of the Apostles and see in the sharing of our
possessions a tangible witness of the communion that is ours in
the Church! For this reason, I echo Saint Paul’s exhortation to
the Corinthians to take up a collection for the community of
Jerusalem as something from which they themselves would
benefit (cf. 2 Cor 8:10). This is all the more fitting during the Lenten
season, when many groups take up collections to assist
Churches and peoples in need. Yet I would also hope that, even
in our daily encounters with those who beg for our assistance,
we would see such requests as coming from God Himself. When
we give alms, we share in God’s providential care for each of His
children. If through me God helps someone today, will He not
tomorrow provide for my own needs? For no one is more generous
than God.[6]

Fasting weakens our tendency to violence; it disarms us and
becomes an important opportunity for growth. On the one hand,
it allows us to experience what the destitute and the starving
have to endure. On the other hand, it expresses our own spiritual
hunger and thirst for life in God. Fasting wakes us up. It makes
us more attentive to God and our neighbour. It revives our desire
to obey God, who alone is capable of satisfying our hunger.

I would also like my invitation to extend beyond the bounds of
the Catholic Church, and to reach all of you, men and women of
good will, who are open to hearing God’s voice. Perhaps, like
ourselves, you are disturbed by the spread of iniquity in the world,
you are concerned about the chill that paralyzes hearts and
actions, and you see a weakening in our sense of being members
of the one human family. Join us, then, in raising our plea to God,
in fasting, and in offering whatever you can to our brothers and
sisters in need!

The Fire of Easter
Above all, I urge the members of the Church to take up the

Lenten journey with enthusiasm, sustained by almsgiving, fasting
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and prayer. If, at times, the flame of charity seems to die in our
own hearts, know that this is never the case in the heart of God!
He constantly gives us a chance to begin loving anew.

One such moment of grace will be, again this year, the “24
Hours for the Lord” initiative, which invites the entire Church
community to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation in the
context of Eucharistic adoration. In 2018, inspired by the words
of Psalm 130:4, “With you is forgiveness”, this will take place
from Friday, 9 March to Saturday, 10 March. In each diocese, at
least one church will remain open for twenty-four consecutive
hours, offering an opportunity for both Eucharistic adoration and
sacramental confession.

During the Easter Vigil, we will celebrate once more the
moving rite of the lighting of the Easter candle. Drawn from the
“new fire”, this light will slowly overcome the darkness and
illuminate the liturgical assembly. “May the light of Christ rising in
glory dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds,” [7] and enable
all of us to relive the experience of the disciples on the way to
Emmaus. By listening to God’s word and drawing nourishment
from the table of the Eucharist, may our hearts be ever more
ardent in faith, hope and love.

With affection and the promise of my prayers for all of you, I
send you my blessing. Please do not forget to pray for me.

POPE FRANCIS

ANNEXURE – 2

MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER ON
THE 33RD WORLD DAY OF YOUTH

Theme : “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favour with God” (Lk 1:30)

Dear young people,
World Youth Day 2018 represents another step in preparation

for the international WYD due to take place in Panama in January
2019. This new stage of our pilgrimage falls in the same year
that the Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops will meet on
the theme: Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment.
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This is a happy coincidence. The focus, prayer and reflection of
the Church will turn to you young people, with the desire to receive
and, above all, to embrace the precious gift that you are to God,
to the Church and to the world.

As you already know, we have chosen to be accompanied on
this journey by the example and intercession of Mary, the young
woman of Nazareth whom God chose as the Mother of his Son.
She walks with us towards the Synod and towards the WYD in
Panama. If last year we were guided by the words of her canticle
of praise – “The Almighty has done great things for me” (Lk1:49)
– teaching us to remember the past, this year we seek, together
with her, to listen to the voice of God who inspires courage and
bestows the grace needed to respond to his call: “Do not be
afraid, Mary, because you have found favour with God” (Lk 1:30).
These are the words addressed by God’s messenger, the
Archangel Gabriel, to Mary, an ordinary girl from a small village in
Galilee.

1. Do not be Afraid!
As is understandable, the sudden appearance of the angel

and his mysterious greeting: “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with
you” (Lk 1:28), strongly disturbed Mary, who was surprised by
this first revelation of her identity and her vocation, as yet unknown
to her. Mary, like others in the Sacred Scriptures, trembles before
the mystery of God’s call, who in a moment places before her
the immensity of his own plan and makes her feel all her smallness
as a humble creature. The angel, seeing the depths of her heart,
says: “Do not be afraid”! God also reads our inmost heart. He
knows well the challenges we must confront in life, especially
when we are faced with the fundamental choices on which
depend who we will be and what we will do in this world. It is the
“shudder” that we feel when faced with decisions about our future,
our state of life, our vocation. In these moments we are troubled
and seized by so many fears.

And you young people, what are your fears? What worries
you most deeply? An “underlying” fear that many of you have is
that of not being loved, well-liked or accepted for who you are.
Today, there are many young people who feel the need to be
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different from who they really are, in an attempt to adapt to an
often artificial and unattainable standard. They continuously
“photo-shop” their images, hiding behind masks and false
identities, almost becoming fake selves. Many are obsessed by
receiving as many “likes” as possible. Multiple fears and
uncertainties emerge from this sense of inadequacy. Others fear
that they will not be able to find an emotional security and that
they will remain alone. Many, faced with the uncertainty of work,
fear not being able to find a satisfactory professional position, or
to fulfil their dreams. Today a large number of young people are
full of fear, both believers and non-believers. Indeed, those who
have accepted the gift of faith and seek their vocation seriously
are not exempt from fears. Some think: perhaps God is asking
or will ask too much of me; perhaps, by following the road he has
marked out for me, I will not be truly happy, or I will not be able to
do what he asks of me. Others think: if I follow the path that God
shows me, who can guarantee that I will be able to follow it
through? Will I become discouraged? Will I lose my enthusiasm?
Will I be able to persevere for the whole of my life?

In moments when doubts and fears f lood our
hearts, discernment becomes necessary.  It allows us to bring
order to the confusion of our thoughts and feelings, to act in a
just and prudent way. In this process, the first step in overcoming
fears is to identify them clearly, so as not to find yourself wasting
time and energy by being gripped by empty and faceless ghosts.
And so, I invite all of you to look within yourselves and to “name”
your fears. Ask yourselves: what upsets me, what do I fear most
in this specific moment of my life today? What blocks me and
prevents me from moving forward? Why do I lack the courage to
make the important choices I need to make? Do not be afraid to
face your fears honestly, to recognize them for what they are
and to come to terms with them. The Bible does not ignore the
human experience of fear nor its many causes. Abraham was
afraid (cf. Gen 12:10ff), Jacob was afraid (cf. Gen 31:31; 32:7),
and so were Moses (cf. Ex 2:14; 17:4), Peter (cf. Mt 26:69ff) and
the Apostles (cf. Mk 4:38-40; Mt 26:56). Jesus himself, albeit in
an incomparable way, experienced fear and anguish
(cf. Mt26:37; Lk 22:44).
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“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” (Mk 4:40).  In
admonishing his disciples Jesus helps us to understand how
the obstacle to faith is often not scepticism but fear. Thus
understood, the work of discernment identifies our fears and can
then help us to overcome them, opening us to life and helping us
to calmly face the challenges that come our way. For us Christians
in particular, fear must never have the last word but rather should
be an occasion to make an act of faith in God… and in life! This
means believing in the fundamental goodness of the existence
that God has given us and trusting that he will lead us to a good
end, even though circumstances and vicissitudes which often
bewilder us. Yet if we harbour fears, we will become inward-
looking and closed off to defend ourselves from everything and
everyone, and we will remain paralyzed. We have to act! Never
close yourself in! In the Sacred Scriptures the expression “do
not be afraid” is repeated 365 times with different variations, as if
to tell us that the Lord wants us to be free from fear, every day of
the year.

Discernment is indispensable when searching for one’s
vocation in life. More often than not our vocation is not obvious or
evident at first but rather something we come to understand
gradually. Discernment, in this case, should not be seen as an
individual effort at introspection, with the aim of better
understanding our interior make-up so as to strengthen us and
acquire some balance. In such instances the person can become
stronger, but is still confined to the limited horizon of his or her
possibilities and perspectives. Vocation, however, is a call from
above, and discernment in this context principally means opening
ourselves to the Other who calls. Prayerful silence is therefore
required in order to hear the voice of God that resounds within
our conscience. God knocks at the door of our hearts, as he did
with Mary; he longs to establish friendship with us through prayer,
to speak with us through the Sacred Scriptures, to offer us mercy
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and to be one with us in the
Eucharist.

It is also important to dialogue with and encounter others, our
brothers and sisters in the faith who have more experience, for
they help us to see better and to choose wisely from the various
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possibilities. When the young Samuel hears the voice of the Lord,
he does not recognize it immediately. Three times he runs to Eli,
the older priest, who in the end proposes the right response to
give to the Lord’s call: “If he calls you, you shall say: ‘Speak Lord,
for your servant hears.’” (1 Sam 3:9). In your doubts know that
you can rely on the Church. I know that there are very good
priests, consecrated men and woman and lay faithful, many of
whom are also young, who can support you like older brothers
and sisters in the faith. Enlivened by the Holy Spirit, they will help
you to make sense of your doubts and understand the plan of
your own vocation. The other is not only a spiritual guide, but
also the person who helps us open ourselves to the infinite riches
of the life that God has given us. It is important to create spaces
in our cities and communities to grow, to dream and to look at
new horizons! Never lose the enthusiasm of enjoying others’
company and friendship, as well as the pleasure of dreaming
together, of walking together. Authentic Christians are not afraid
to open themselves to others and share with them their own
important spaces, making them spaces of fraternity. Dear young
people, do not allow the spark of youth to be extinguished in the
darkness of a closed room in which the only window to the outside
world is a computer and smartphone. Open wide the doors of
your life! May your time and space be filled with meaningful
relationships, real people, with whom to share your authentic
and concrete experiences of daily life.

2. Mary!
“I have called you by name” (Is 43:1). The first reason not to

fear is the fact that God has called us by name. The angel, God’s
messenger, called Mary by name. To God belongs the power to
give names. In the work of creation, he calls into existence every
creature by name. There is an identity behind a name, that which
is unique in every single thing, in every single person; that intimate
essence that only God truly knows. This divine prerogative was
shared with man when God invited him to name the animals, the
birds and also his own offspring (Gen 2:19-21; 4:1). Many cultures
share this profound biblical vision; they recognize in a name the
revelation of the profound mystery of life and the meaning of
existence.
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When God calls someone by name, he also reveals to the
person his vocation, his plan of holiness and fulfilment, through
which the person becomes a gift to others and is made unique.
And when God wants to expand the horizons of life, he gives a
new name to the person he is calling, as he did with Simon,
whom he called “Peter”. From here comes the custom of taking
a new name when entering a religious congregation, to indicate
a new identity and mission. Since the divine call is unique and
personal, we need the courage to disentangle ourselves from
the pressure of being shaped by conforming patterns, so that
our life can truly become an authentic and irreplaceable gift to
God, to the Church and to all.

Dear young people, to be called by name is therefore a sign
of our great dignity in the eyes of God and a sign of his love for
us. God calls each one of you by name. All of you are the “you” of
God, precious in his eyes, worthy of respect and loved (cf. Is43:4).
Welcome with joy this dialogue that God offers you, this appeal
he makes to you, calling you by name.

3. You have Found Favour with GOD
The main reason why Mary need not be afraid is that she has

found favour with God. The word “grace” speaks of love freely
given, not owed. How much we are encouraged to know that we
do not have to earn the closeness and help of God, by presenting
a “Curriculum Vitae of excellence”, full of merits and successes!
The angel says to Mary that she has already found favour with
God, not that she will obtain it in the future. And the same
formulation of the angel’s words helps us understand that divine
grace is continuous, not something passing or fleeting; for this
reason, it will never fail. Even in the future, the grace of God will
always be there to sustain us, especially in moments of trial and
darkness.

The continuous presence of divine grace encourages us to
embrace our vocation with confidence; our vocation demands a
commitment of faithfulness that needs to be renewed each day.
Our vocational path is not without its crosses: not only our initial
doubts, but also the frequent temptations that crop up along the
way. The feeling of inadequacy accompanies Christ’s disciple to
the end. Yet he or she knows the help of God’s grace.
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The Angel’s words descend upon our human fears, dissolving
them with the power of the Good News of which we are heralds:
our life is not pure chance or a mere struggle for survival, rather
each of us is a cherished story loved by God. That we have “found
grace in his eyes” means that the Creator sees a unique beauty
in our being and that he has a magnificent plan for our lives. The
awareness of this certainty, of course, does not resolve all our
problems nor does it take away life’s uncertainties. But it does
have the power to transform our life deeply. The unknown that
tomorrow holds for us is not a dark threat we need to overcome,
but a favourable time given to us for living out the uniqueness of
our personal vocation, and for sharing it with our brothers and
sisters in the Church and in the world.

4. Courage in the Present Moment
From the certainty that God’s grace is with us comes the

strength to take courage in the present moment: the courage to
carry forward what God asks of us here and now, in every area
of our lives; courage to embrace the vocation which God reveals
to us; courage to live out our faith without hiding or diminishing it.

Yes, when we open ourselves to God’s grace, the impossible
becomes a reality. “If God is for us, who can be against us?”
(Rom8:31). God’s grace touches the “now” of your lives, “takes
hold” of you as you are, with all your fears and limits, but it also
reveals his marvellous plans! You young people need to know
that someone truly believes in you: please know that the Pope
has confidence in you, that the Church has confidence in you!
For your part, have confidence in the Church!

To the young Mary was entrusted an important task, precisely
because she was young. You young people have strength as
you go through a phase of your lives where energy is not lacking.
Make use of this strength and this energy to improve the world,
beginning with the realities closest to you. I want important
responsibilities to be given to you within the Church; that there
may be the courage to make space for you; and that you may be
prepared to take on these responsibilities.

I invite you once again to contemplate Mary’s love: a caring,
dynamic and concrete love. A love full of boldness and focused
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completely on the gift of self. A Church permeated by these Marian
qualities will always be a Church going forth, one that goes beyond
her own limits and boundaries to let the grace she has received
overflow. If we allow ourselves to be truly touched by Mary’s
example, we will live out authentically that charity which urges
us to love God above all else and above ourselves, to love those
with whom we share our daily life. And we will also love those
who may seem hardly lovable in themselves. It is a love that is
service and dedication, above all towards the weakest and
poorest, love that transforms our faces and fills us with joy.

I would like to end with the beautiful words Saint Bernard used
in a famous homily on the mystery of the Annunciation, words
that express the anticipation of all humanity for Mary’s response:
“You have heard, O Virgin that you will conceive and bear a son;
you have heard that it will not be by man but by the Holy Spirit.
The angel awaits an answer… We too, O Lady, are waiting for
your word of compassion... In your brief response we are to be
remade in order to be recalled to life… This is what the whole
earth waits for, prostrate at your feet... Answer quickly, O Virgin”
(Sermon 4, 8-9; Opera Omnia).

Dear young people, the Lord, the Church, the world are waiting
for your answer to the unique call that each one receives in this
life! As World Youth Day in Panama draws closer, I invite you to
prepare yourselves for our gathering with the joy and enthusiasm
of those who wish to participate in such a great adventure. WYD
is for the courageous! Not for young people who are searching
only for comfort and who withdraw whenever difficulties arise.
Do you accept the challenge?

POPE FRANCIS

ANNEXURE – 3
FINAL STATEMENT OF THE CBCI MEETING HELD AT

BENGALURU - 2018
Theme : “United in Diversity for a Mission of Mercy and Witness:

‘I am with you always, to the end of the age’ “    (Mt 28: 20)
The theme of our General Body Meeting immediately invites

us to reflect on the mystery of the Trinity. The great mystery of
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the one God, united in three Persons – the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit, is the foundation of our Christian faith.

We thank God for the unique nature of the Catholic Church in
India who is blessed with three suiiuris Churches called to reflect
in her life and mission the communion of the Holy Trinity. Rooted
in this vision, we, the 184 bishops of the Catholic Church in India
gathered together for the 33rd General Body Meeting of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) at St. John’s
National Academy of Health Sciences, Bengaluru, from 02 to 09
February 2018, to pray and reflect upon the theme: “United in
Diversity for a Mission of Mercy and Witness: ‘I am with you
always, to the end of the age’ “ (Mt 28: 20) to deepen our
understanding of our own identity and to enhance our contribution
to nation-building.

We, the Catholic Bishops of India felt reassured and
strengthened by the words of our Lord: “And behold, I am with
you always, to the end of the age” (Mt 28:20). We have taken into
account the final statement of the Catholic Council of India (CCI)
which met from 17 to 19 November2017.

The Mission of Jesus
Jesus, who came to unite and reconcile the whole of

humankind into one family of God, is himself the good news. He
presented God to people in the way he loved all, namely, in feeding
the hungry, comforting the disturbed, promoting the dignity of the
marginalized, healing the sick, giving hope to the hopeless,
freedom to the captives, forgiveness to the sinners, justice to
the poor and life to the dead.

The Church in India
The Church in India received the gift of faith through St.

Thomas, the Apostle of Jesus. Our Christian faith was nourished
and strengthened by the efforts of many great saints such as St.
Francis Xavier who is Patron Saint of Missions. We want to
emphatically affirm that the Christian faith in India is as old as
Christianity. India is what it is today is also due to the contribution
of the Church in India.With the evidence of yeoman service
rendered by the Church, it is clear that India needs the Church
just as the members of the Church continue to love India as they
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reach out to the very last and the least, in imitation of Jesus our
Master. The Church believes that all people are our brothers and
sisters as Jesus himself has taught us, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself” (Mt 22: 39). The empowerment of the poor
and the promotion of human dignity are values enshrined in our
Constitution and are also cherished by the Church in her mission.
The mission of the Church carried out through all her activities
has only one aim, to build up our nation on the four essential
pillars of peace, that is, truth, justice, love and freedom (cfr. St.
John XXIII, Pacem in Terris).

Understanding Authentic Nationalism and Constitutional
Secularism

Any attempt to promote nationalism based on any one
particular culture or religion is a dangerous position. It may lead
to uniformity but never to genuine unity. Such misconceived efforts
can only lead our nation on the path of self-annihilation. Mono-
culturalism has never been and can never be the right answer to
the quest for peace, progress and development, especially in a
country like ours that has a rich diversity of culture, language,
region, race and religion. Violence always recoils upon the violent
sooner or later, “For all who take the sword will perish by the
sword” (Mt 26: 52). We deplore the rising incidence of atrocities
against women, killings, caste rivalries and communal violence
which includes attacks on Christian institutions and communities.
Therefore, let us follow the path of true nationalism that can lead
our motherland to true peace, harmony, progress and prosperity.
Authentic nationalism respects the human dignity of every citizen,
regardless of one’s economic status, culture, religion, region or
language.

We wish to urgently call all people of goodwill to uphold the
rule of law guaranteed by our Indian Constitution. In a climate of
violence, we make an appeal to all our fellow citizens to eschew
mob culture and vigilantism in favor of peace. We appreciate
and will collaborate with the Government in all its efforts to
maintain law and order in our country, to ensure progress and
development of all and the protection of the environment. The
Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi has stated in clear terms
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that “The world has enough for everyone’s need, but not enough
of everyone’s greed”.

The Precious Gift of Human Life
The Christian community upholds the absolute and

transcendent value of human life which is a precious gift of God.
Therefore, an assault on human life can never be inspired by
God nor justified because of the diverse beliefs and practices.
Human life of every individual person in our beloved motherland
needs to be valued and defended.

The Church’s Mission of Mercy
Mercy that flows out of the heart of God alone, through the

cross of Jesus Christ, can heal the wounded human hearts,
restore the broken relationships between persons and
communities and lift up out of misery those suppressed for
centuries. Faced with this precarious situation we the disciples
of Christ, resolve to be authentic witnesses of mercy, which is
the essence of the Gospel and the manifestation of Christian
discipleship. This is witnessed in the gentle hands and wrinkled
face of St. Teresa of Kolkata and in the martyrdom of Blessed
Rani Maria of Indore.

In our service to the nation, especially to the Dalits, Tribals
and other backward classes, we Christians join hands with our
fellow citizens to ensure the authentic human development of
our people which is measured by the scale of human index, and
not merely by economic standards.

Let us all resolve to go beyond narrow domestic walls of every
kind in order to establish a truly secular, socialist and democratic
nation as is enshrined in the Constitution of India.

To Live in Unity in the midst of Diversity, both within the
Church and in the country, we propose the following :
1. To deepen and intensify our Christian life of discipleship at

all levels by being a ceaselessly praying community, always
living our unity in diversity in accordance with our Trinitarian
faith.

2. To strengthen the bonds of communion among the laity, the
religious and the clergy and to ensure that communion
becomes the way of life for the Church at all levels.
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3. To promote and intensify Small Christian Communities
(SCCs) and Family Units for the all-round integral formation
of the faithful and for inter-religious cooperation, peace and
harmony.

4. To accompany families in their evangelizing mission in the
world and to make sure that they become the focal point of
the pastoral ministry of the Church; to manifest special care
and compassion to families in distress and to enlighten our
families on responsible parenthood.

5. To imbue our youth with the vision of an authentic Christian
Life to enable them to play their role in Church and society;
to empower our youth to play an active role in the Church by
equipping them with the knowledge of the Word of God and
with the teachings of the Church through the Indian Catholic
Youth Movement (ICYM) and other Catholic Youth
Movements; to help our youth to discern and choose the
way of life which is the primary theme of the forthcoming
Synod on Youth in Oct 2018.

6. To encourage and train our lay people and youth for nation-
building through involvement in vitally important areas of our
national life such as politics, civil services, defense, law and
judiciary.

7. To ensure that formators in our formation houses guide the
formees to respect the equal dignity of women and to
promote the role of the laity in the life and mission of the
Church.

8. To ensure adequate representation of women in all Church
bodies.

9. To prepare seminarians, priests and religious to be authentic
witnesses of mercy within the Church and society.

10. To seize every opportunity to promote dialogue across
religious boundaries; our inter-religious dialogue will become
more credible, fruitful and effective if we Christians make
every effort to grow in our unity in Christ.
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11. To take various initiatives to foster better cooperation among
all Christians through dialogue with ecumenical groups and
promoting common ecumenical services, common prayers
and common endeavours.

12. To make the Constitution of India more widely known in all
sectors of Church and society, particularly highlighting some
salient features such as the equality of all citizens, the
freedom of religion, the freedom of conscience and the
freedom of expression.

13. To encourage and motivate our laity to be actively involved
in the secular world in order to effectively contribute to nation-
building in fulfillment of their proper vocation.

14. To continue to make our service in the field of education a
mission of mercy and to implement purposefully the “All India
Catholic Education Policy 2007” of the CBCI in order to impart
Gospel values.

15. To make Catholic Health Services a mission of mercy and
healing that is affordable, compassionate and caring, yet
professional, self-sustaining and collaborative.

16. To ensure the implementation of the CBCI Policy of Dalit
Empowerment in every diocese, to work for the protection
and integral development of the Tribals and Other Backward
Classes (OBC’s) and to take special initiatives for the relief
and welfare of farmers, fisher folk, migrants and other
deprived and exploited communities by providing care,
comfort and hope to them in their distress.

17. To increase awareness of the importance of ecology as an
integral part of our Christian commitment and spirituality and
to take new initiatives to protect the environment and to
promote love for Nature; to ensure that every diocese has
formulated an environment policy to implement the teachings
of Laudato Si, the Encyclical Letter of Pope Francis.

18. To create an awareness of the plight of our brothers and
sisters in prison and to assist them in their rehabilitation
and the care of their families.
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19. To ensure transparency in all spheres of the Church’s
administration and to stand for the same in society.

20. To set up an effective “think tank” for all our dioceses for
taking up urgent matters and earnestly engaging in advocacy
with all stakeholders.

CONCLUSION
The Church “exists in order to evangelize, that is to say, in

order to preach and teach, to be the channel of the gift of grace,
to reconcile sinners with God...” (Blessed Paul VI,
EvangeliiNuntiandi, no. 14).”The Church and theology exist to
evangelize, and not be content with a desk-bound theology” (Pope
Francis, EvangeliiGaudium, no. 133). Even as we face many
grave challenges and setbacks to the unity in diversity of our
country we are proud to be Indian. We love our country as we
continue to pray constantly for it and its wellbeing. Our Christian
faith gives us hope to move ahead to continue our work for unity
in diversity so as to establish peace and harmony and make our
country live up to its exalted calling. We entrust ourselves in all
that we do for the Church and society, to the loving care of Mary,
Mother of Mercy.

Catholic Bishops Conference of India
February 9, 2018

ANNEXURE – 4
PRAYER AND REFLECTION FOR THE CELEBRATION OF

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY: MARCH 8, 2018
Theme : Press for Progress

SCRIPTURE READINGS (4th Sunday of Lent)
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23, Eph 2:4-10, Jn 3:14-21 OR Rom:

8: 31-34, St. Luke: 1:46-56
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Celebrant: Sisters and brothers, let us ask God to grant our

petitions which we make in faith and humility. Our response is:
God of love, hear our prayer.

That Pope Francis, bishops, priests and religious, may use
every resource to encourage and support a gender-just way of
life for all peoples, we pray to the Lord...
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That the leaders of our country may work towards creating an
environment in which women and children can access all
opportunities for their self-development without fear of oppression,
we pray to the Lord...

That women who have been abused physically, sexually,
emotionally and financially, may experience the strengthening light
of Christ in their darkest moments, we pray to the Lord...

That men and women in our parish community may work
together with a spirit of mutual respect and the willingness to
encourage growth and well-being, we pray to the Lord...

That this season of Lent may teach us to recognise that every
person is created in the image and likeness of the Creator, we
pray to the Lord...

In the silence or our hearts, let us pray for our personal needs
(pause), we pray to the Lord...

Celebrant: God of love and justice, we thank you for the
generosity  of your love and mercy as you listen to our prayers
and touch our hearts to make us sensitive to the dignity of every
individual, we make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HOMILY HINTS
On this fourth Sunday of Lent, we are invited to meditate on

our own response to Gods love and presence in our lives. The
people of Israel recognized Gods hand through Cyrus, king of
Persia whose edict of rebuilding the Temple encouraged their
hope in the midst darkness, despair and destruction. Our Lord
Jesus speaking to Nicodemus speaks of darkness and evil in the
world and the need to shine forth with the light of truth.

On the occasion of International Womens Day, we are invited
to rebuild and repair the relationship shared with women,
destroyed by gender bias, disrespect and abuse and to let the
redeeming light of Jesus to shine through us in a world of darkness
and despair as we hear alarm bells in the findings of the World
Economic Forum Global Gap Gender Report 2017:

The report says that countries are not doing enough and the
gap is widening. At current trends it will take 100 years [last year
it was 83 years] to close the gender gap overall, and economically
it will take 217 years to do so.
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To push the pace of progress, the Forum has called
governments and individuals to become deeply conscious of the
choices we make every day that impact gender equality.

Overall, India ranks 108 on the Global Gender Gap Index out
of 144 countries assessed. In fact our ranking has dropped from
98 in 2006.

In the area of health and survival of women and girls our rank
is 141 because of the poor sex ratio at birth which indicates a
preference for sons.

On economic participation and opportunities for women and
girls the ranking is 139. Women earn less than one-fourth of mens
salary; however womens share of unpaid work (household
chores) is 65% while for men it is only 11%.

Every day atrocities are committed against women aged 0-
100. Surveys reveal that in India there is not one woman who can
say she has not experienced unwelcome and debasing acts by
men, some strangers and many known.

Although girls are enrolled in school, higher education is denied
to many. Some are not allowed to progress to high school. Even
in Catholic families, girls are told, dont study so much, you wont
find a boy to marry you. And if they marry a boy less qualified they
are forced to underplay their talents to keep the peace, though
the reverse does not hold.

Though women hold jobs, many have to turn over their entire
salary to the husband who doles out an allowance to her, while
she is unaware of his earnings nor has any say in deciding
expenditure of joint savings. This happens not only in rural areas,
but in urban middle-class Catholic households too.

Todays gospel reading tells us, God sent Jesus into this world
so that through him the world might be saved (John 3:17). How
do we as Christians contribute to the saving mission of Christ?
Jesus taught us by example to love every person, irrespective of
age, gender, class or race. He exhorted us to treat everyone with
equal respect for we are all made in the image and likeness of
one God who created us all.

As a community in the discipleship of equals, can we inspire
change by standing up for what is right and just? As St Paul says
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in the second reading, we are Gods works of art, created in Jesus
Christ to live the life ordained for us by God. Let us then live up to
and propagate Jesus vision of a gender just world by our faith, by
the way we raise our children, by the way we treat all women
everywhere; in fact by the way we live.

On the occasion of International Womens Day, let us
encourage cooperation and collaboration as we press for
progress and bridge the gender gap in every way possible.

CAvÀgÁ¶ÖçÃAiÀÄ ªÀÄ»¼Á ¢£ÁZÀgÀuÉUÁV ¥ÀÆeÁ«¢ü ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¥ÁæxÀð£ÉUÀ¼ÀÄ
¢£ÁAPÀ : ªÀiÁZïð 8, 2018£ÉÃ UÀÄgÀÄªÁgÀ

«µÀAiÀÄ : C©üªÀÈ¢ÞAiÉÄqÉUÉ ¸ÁVj
s̈ÀPÀÛ «±Áé¹UÀ¼À ¥ÁæxÀð£É

AiÀiÁdPÀ : ¦æAiÀÄ ̧ ÀºÉÆÃzÀgÀ-¸ÀºÉÆÃzÀjAiÀÄgÉÃ, £ÁªÀÅ «±Áȩ́ À ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¢Ã£ÀvÉ¬ÄAzÀ
  PÉÆÃjPÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß zÉÃªÀgÀÄ C£ÀÄUÀæ»¸ÀÄªÀAvÉ ¥Áæyð¸ÉÆÃt.

GvÀÛgÀ  : ¦æÃwAiÀÄ vÀAzÉAiÉÄÃ, £ÀªÀÄä ¥ÁæxÀð£ÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß D°¹j.
1. «±ÀéUÀÄgÀÄ ¥ÉÆÃ¥ï ¥sÁæ¤ì̧ ï, zsÀªÀiÁðzsÀåPÀëgÀÄUÀ¼ÀÄ, AiÀiÁdPÀgÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ zsÁ«ÄðPÀ

¸ÀºÉÆÃzÀgÀ - ̧ ÀºÉÆÃzÀjAiÀÄgÀÄ vÀªÀÄUÉ ¹UÀÄªÀ J¯Áè CªÀPÁ±ÀUÀ¼À®Æè d£ÀgÀÄ
°AUÀ ̧ ÀªÀiÁ£ÀvÉAiÀÄ fÃªÀ£À ±ÉÊ° £ÀqȨ́ À®Ä ¥ÉÆæÃvÁì»¸À̄ ÉAzÀÄ ¥Áæyð¸ÉÆÃt.

2. ªÀÄ»¼ÉAiÀÄgÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ªÀÄPÀÌ¼ÀÄ vÀªÀÄä C s̈ÀÄåzÀåAiÀÄPÉÌ  ¹UÀÄªÀ J¯Áè CªÀPÁ±ÀUÀ¼À®Æè
zÀ̈ Áâ½PÉAiÀÄ ̈ sÀAiÀÄ«®èzÉ ªÀÄÄ£ÀÄßUÀÎ®Æ ̈ ÉÃPÁzÀ ¥Àj¸ÀgÀªÀ£ÀÄß £ÀªÀÄä zÉÃ±ÀzÀ
£ÁAiÀÄPÀgÀÄ ¤«Äð¸À®Ä ±Àæ«Ä¸À̄ ÉAzÀÄ ¥Áæyð¸ÉÆÃt.

3. zÉÊ»PÀ, É̄ÊAVPÀ, ªÀiÁ£À¹PÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ DyðPÀ zÀÄgÀÄ¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀPÉÌ M¼ÀUÁVgÀÄªÀ
J¯Áè ªÀÄ»¼ÉAiÀÄgÀÄ F PÀUÀÎvÀÛ̄ ÉAiÀÄ PÀëtUÀ¼À°è ¥Àæ¨sÀÄ Qæ̧ ÀÛgÀ ±ÀQÛzÁAiÀÄPÀ ̈ É¼ÀQ£À
C£ÀÄ¨sÀªÀªÀ£ÀÄß ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ É̄AzÀÄ ¥Áæyð¸ÉÆÃt.

4. £ÀªÀÄä zsÀªÀÄðPÉÃAzÀæzÀ J¯Áè ¥ÀÄgÀÄµÀgÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ªÀÄ»¼ÉAiÀÄgÀÄ MmÁÖV ̧ ÀªÀðgÀ
¨É¼ÀªÀtÂUÉ ºÁUÀÆ ¸ÀªÀÄÈ¢ÞAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ¥ÉÆæÃvÁì»¸ÀÄvÁÛ ¥ÀgÀ̧ ÀàgÀ UËgÀªÀ¢AzÀ
ªÀÄ£À̧ ÁgÉ ±Àæ«Ä¸ÀÄªÀAvÉ ¥Áæyð¸ÉÆÃt.

5. zÉÃªÀgÀÄ J®ègÀ£ÀÄß vÀªÀÄä gÀÆ¥À ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ºÉÆÃ°PÉAiÀÄ°è ̧ ÀÈ¶Ö¹zÁÝgÉ JA§ÄzÀ£ÀÄß
¸ÀjAiÀiÁV CxÀðªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä F vÀ¥À¸ÀÄìPÁ® £ÀªÀÄUÉ PÀ°¸À¯ÉAzÀÄ
¥Áæyð Ȩ́ÆÃt.

6. FUÀ ªÀiË£ÀªÁV £ÀªÀÄä PÉÆÃjPÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¥Àæ¨sÀÄ«UÉ C¦ð¸ÉÆÃt.


